





SEASON BACKGROUND FOR ORDINARY TIME IN SUMMER

“Apart from those seasons having their own distinctive character, thirty-three or thirty-four weeks
remain in the yearly cycle that do not celebrate a specific aspect of the mystery of Christ. Rather,
especially on the Sundays, they are devoted to the mystery of Christ in all its aspects. This period is
known as Ordinary Time” (General Norms for the Liturgical Year and Calendar, 43).

Although we have returned to Ordinary Time on May 24, the first two Sundays after Pentecost
mark solemnities of the Lord. Sunday, May 30, is the solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity and Sunday,
June 6, is the solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi), each with its
own character and readings that reflect the idea that the feast celebrates. These feasts of the Lord in
Ordinary Time (along with the feast of the Sacred Heart and the solemnity of Christ the King) are
also “moveable feasts” dependent on the date of Easter. Each arose at a certain period in history and
reflects a particular piety of the age in which the Church established them in the liturgical calendar.
They have been called feasts of devotion or “idea feasts” in that they stress a particular truth of the
faith or celebrate a particular aspect of the mystery of Christ. We return to the Sunday cycle of read-
ings for Year C on Sunday, June 13, the Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. For the remainder of the
summer Sundays of Ordinary Time, the Gospel readings are taken from Luke, including the solem-
nity of the Assumption of Mary on Sunday, August 15.

We begin Ordinary Time in the summer on Memorial Day weekend in the United States and end
with the last Sunday on August 29, 2010. It is summertime, vacation time. In most places, the school
year has concluded and the pace of life has changed to a more relaxed atmosphere. To keep Sunday
and to maintain a sense of continuity will be a challenge. But the Sundays of Ordinary Time in the
summer present us with the opportunity to let each Sunday nourish our faith life. This is a noble idea
to ponder during the summer’s Ordinary Sundays because for the Christian no time is “ordinary.”
Every day is “extraordinary” because every day God is acting in our lives. God is sustaining us. God
is re-creating us.

Nothing is ordinary about people of faith who gather each Sunday to become who we are destined
to be by virtue of our Baptism—the Body of Christ. Sunday is the original feast day, the only feast
day for the Church in its first several hundred years following the death and Resurrection of the Lord.
From the time of the New Testament, we have known it as the Lord’s Day.

“The Church celebrates the paschal mystery on the first day of the week, known as the Lord’s Day
or Sunday. This follows a tradition handed down from the Apostles, which took its origin from the
day of Christ’s resurrection. Thus Sunday should be considered the original feast day” (General
Norms for the Liturgical Year and Calendar, 4). In the slower and relaxed pace of our summer days,
our Sunday gathering for worship is a perfect opportunity to keep our focus on the Paschal Mystery of
Jesus and living out that mystery in our everyday lives. In turn, we go forth into our world proclaim-
ing the kingdom of God. This is not ordinary! We have the opportunity to do extraordinary things.
The love and forgiveness of God celebrated in Christ every Sunday will help us to proclaim God’s
love and forgiveness in word and deed, to carry on what Jesus began. This is our extraordinary voca-
tion. This is the power of the season of Ordinary Time!

Liturgical Environment The liturgical color for Ordinary Time is green, a symbol of new
growth and life in the Church. Because it is summer, both the worship space and the space for the cele-
bration of the Word with children can benefit from the use of fresh flowers and greens from the summer
gardens. During the summer season, a great deal of variety in environment is possible if approached
creatively. Because Ordinary Time does not focus on a particular aspect of the Christian mystery such
as the Incarnation on Christmas, but celebrates the mystery in all its fullness, the opportunity to reflect
the cycle of nature in summer presents more possibilities. Again, consistency between the worship
spaces for the main assembly and for the Liturgy of the Word with children is a good goal. In sum-
mertime, there can be no excuse for enhancing our liturgical spaces with anything that is artificial.

Liturgical Music Children’s Liturgy of the Word provides music suggestions for each Sunday
from the solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, May 30, 2010, through the Twenty-second Sunday of
Ordinary Time on August 29, 2010, including suggestions for the solemnity of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15. Consult with the parish music director on the selection for the
parish repertoire for this summer season. During Ordinary Time, music selections are often chosen
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SEASON BACKGROUND FOR ORDINARY TIME IN SUMMER

OVERVIEW OF
THE READINGS

based on texts that are reflective of the Sunday readings. Ordinary Time also presents the opportunity
for more variety in music selections, but caution is advised in having something new each week.
Ritual is about repetition, so it is a good thing not to be usurped by the temptation to always try
something new. Some repetition of liturgical music will be helpful in the Liturgy of the Word with
children. Consistency between the liturgical music sung in children’s Liturgy of the Word and in the
main Sunday assembly is also important. Most major liturgical music publishers offer musical selec-
tions for each of the Sundays of Ordinary Time. The music director for the parish should be a good
resource for the music choices these publishers have to offer.

With our return to Ordinary Time, the readings follow the same structure as those from Ordinary Time
in the fall and winter. The First Reading, taken from the Old Testament, was selected to mirror the
Gospel for the day. The Second Reading is a semicontinuous reading from one of the New Testament
letters. The Gospel reading in Ordinary Time Year C is taken primarily from the Gospel according
to Luke. Unlike the seasons of Advent, Lent, and Easter, “the Sundays in Ordinary Time do not have
a distinctive character. Thus the texts of both the apostolic and Gospel readings are arranged in order
of semicontinuous reading, whereas the Old Testament reading is harmonized with the Gospel”
(Lectionary for Mass, Introduction, 67). Throughout the summer, with the Gospel according to Luke
as our guide, we will hear about the demands of discipleship and accompany the Lord on the public
journey to Jerusalem.

First Readings During the summer, we will hear from various Old Testament books in no par-
ticular order. Remember, the first reading is chosen to correspond with the Gospel. The readings
address the qualities of faithfulness, obedience, humility, and commitment, all qualities of disciple-
ship. We hear from the historical books of Samuel and Kings; the prophets Zechariah, Isaiah, and
Jeremiah; and the wisdom literature of Ecclesiastes, Wisdom, and Sirach.

Responsorial Psalms As we have seen before in Ordinary Time, each Sunday is assigned
a psalm and the proclamation of that psalm is “an integral part of the liturgy of the word” (General
Instruction of the Roman Missal, 61). The seasonal psalms for Ordinary Time may also be substi-
tuted. These psalms are 19, 27, 34, 63, 95, 100, 103, and 145. Because of its lyrical nature, the psalm
is best proclaimed in song. The simple refrains of the psalms make them easy to learn and remember.
As part of the Liturgy of the Word, the Responsorial Psalm is our prayerful assent to the Word pro-
claimed in the liturgy. The psalms assigned for each Sunday were chosen to reflect the content of the
readings of the day, particularly the Old Testament and the Gospel readings.

Second Readings The continuous readings of the New Testament are taken from the letters to
the Galatians, the Colossians, and the Hebrews. (Note: The solemnity of the Assumption of Mary has
its own set of readings and because this solemnity falls on a Sunday in 2010, its readings interrupt the
flow of the other Lectionary readings for Ordinary Time in summer.) In Galatians, Paul is emphasiz-
ing that faith in Christ justifies us more than simple observance of the law. In Colossians, Paul presents
what is know as a “high Christology”—Christ is the first born of creation and the first born of the dead
and we who are joined to him will share in his exaltation. In Hebrews, the author reminds us of our
need for faith, encourages us to persevere in times of trouble and hardship, and invites us to partici-
pate once and for all in the final covenant established by Jesus through the shedding of his blood.

Gospel Readings Throughout the Gospel according to Luke, the theme of discipleship is prom-
inent. In Luke, the disciples are called to identify with the mind and spirit of Jesus, whose first con-
cern is for the poor, the lowly, the outcast, the prisoner, the afflicted, and the sinner. In identifying
with Jesus’ ministry, the disciples must embrace Jesus’ concerns. During these summer Sundays, we
hear a recounting of Jesus’ public ministry through his teaching of both the disciples and those he
encounters on his journey to Jerusalem. Despite criticisms and misunderstandings on the part of those
who are being served, the disciple is called to persevere. Jesus predicts his own suffering and his
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LOOKING AHEAD:
ORDINARY TIME
IN THE FALL

LITURGICAL
CALENDAR

followers should expect likewise. Discipleship is a call to love all, even those who are not very love-
able and those who scorn the disciple. Overall, in Jesus’ preaching and ministry and in his interaction
with others, he emphasizes that his followers are to be aware of their need to pray in order to accom-
plish the ministry to which they have been called. From the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time on June
20, 2010, we hear Jesus asking the question, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”’ (Luke 9:20) We now
enter into the second half of the Gospel according to Luke with the journey to Jerusalem. Along the
way, Jesus does not shrink from strong statements and challenging questions to his followers: “Who
is my neighbor?”” “Ask and you will receive.” “Be prepared.” “I bring division, not peace.” “The humble
will be exalted.”

We have come full circle from last Fall and enter into the final weeks of Ordinary Time. The natural
season around us calls for a change of mood and focus as autumn settles in, the school year com-
mences, and the more restful time of summer gives way to the busyness of Fall. The readings again
will gradually turn toward the “end times,” which culminate on the solemnity of Christ the King on
November 21, 2010. Think about preparing in the middle of summer for the celebrations of the Liturgy
of the Word with children in the fall.

On occasion, during the homily/reflection in the celebration of the Word with children you will want
to refer to official Catholic observances that occur during Ordinary Time in Summer. These are listed
and described in the calendar below. At times, other observances of traditional national holidays and
important dates in other religious traditions will bear mention so as to see our Catholic faith and
tradition in relationship to the wider society.

May 26: SAINT PHILIP NERI Saint Philip Neri is known as “the apostle of Rome” because he
dedicated his life to reaching out to the sick and the poor, and attempted to re-evangelize a city that
was fraught with corruption in the Middle Ages. He founded the Oratorians, a group of priests who
did not live in monasteries, but were dedicated to prayer, preaching, and celebrating the sacraments.

May 30: SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY Today’s solemnity commemorates the
central dogma of Christianity: the Trinity. This dogma says that there is one God in three divine persons,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. “The faith of all Christians rests on the Trinity” (CCC 232).

May 31: THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY Today we celebrate the
blessings of Mary and her Son, Jesus Christ. The Visitation recalls the moment when the pregnant
Mary visited her cousin, Elizabeth, and Elizabeth felt her unborn child, John the Baptist, leap for joy
inside her womb. This moment convinced Elizabeth of her cousin’s holiness and filled her unborn son
with the grace of God, cleansing him from original sin.

June 1: SAINT JUSTIN Justin lived in the second century and was known for his defense of
Christianity, particularly in his works called Apologies and Dialogue. His loyalty to the faith led to
his martyrdom at the hands of his enemies.

June 3: SAINT CHARLES LWANGA AND HIS COMPANIONS Charles was one of 22
Ugandan martyrs who died under Bagandan ruler Mwanga in the late 1800’s. Charles protected young
boys under this corrupt ruler and taught them about Catholicism. Put to death for their newfound
faith, the boys are known to have spoken the name of Jesus as they were burning to death.

June 5: SAINT BONIFACE Boniface was an English Benedictine monk of the eighth century who
left the quiet life of the monastery to spend almost four decades of his life converting pagans in Germany
and Holland to Christianity. He was martyred in 754 while getting ready to confirm converts.
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June 6: SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST Today’s
solemnity combines the medieval feast of Corpus Christi with the nineteenth-century feast of the
Most Precious Blood of Christ. In Holy Communion, we receive the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ. On this day, we celebrate Jesus’ real, true, and substantial presence with us in the sacrament
of Holy Communion.

June 11: THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, in late
seventeenth-century France, had a vision of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. She felt compelled to spread
the word about Jesus’ mercy and love for all humanity. The devotion was officially recognized in
1765. In the early twentieth century, with the approval of Pope Pius X, Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey
in South America proposed that all Christian families formally acknowledge the sovereignty of the
heart of Jesus over their homes with enthronement ceremonies.

June 12: THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY This memorial complements the solemnity
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The reading from the Gospel for this day recounts Mary and Joseph
searching for Jesus, who was lost in the temple area. They find him in the temple teaching the rabbis.
The reading from the Gospel concludes by stating “His mother treasured all these things in her heart”
(Luke 2:51).

June 13: ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
June 20: TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JUNE 21: SAINT ALOYSIUS GONZAGA Aloysius Gozanga was so dedicated to prayer and
devotion that he dedicated himself to religious life and made a vow of virginity at an early age. He
joined the Jesuit order at the age of 18, but died soon thereafter when he grew ill from tending to
plague victims at the hospital. As a result of his young death and his ability to see beyond the tempta-
tions of life, Aloysius Gozanga is the patron saint of youth.

June 24: THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST In his mother’s womb, John leapt for joy
when he recognized the presence of Jesus in Mary’s womb. He spent his life telling people to look for
the Messiah.

June 27: THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

June 28: SAINT IRENAEUS Irenaeus wrote and preached God’s Word by exposing the errors
of gnostic beliefs, which were tempting some Christians away from their faith. Less than 200 years
after Christ’s death and Resurrection, at a time when the Church was still in its infancy, Irenaeus’s
arguments helped to solidify Christian beliefs and keep the Church from dissolving.

June 29: SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL Peter and Paul each struggled with Jesus’ invita-
tion to faith. Peter denied Christ three times on the night of the trial and Crucifixion, and Paul perse-
cuted the early Christian communities. Their examples of conversion give us hope.

July 3: SAINT THOMAS There is much more to this man than his nickname “Doubting
Thomas” implies. When Jesus wanted to go to his dying friend Lazarus but all the other apostles
feared the authorities would arrest them, it was Thomas who said, “Let us go,” and volunteered that
they would all die together if that were to be the case. After the Resurrection, Jesus showed special
understanding regarding Thomas’s developing faith. This apostle is a source of encouragement for all
of us. In moments developing faith. When we question we can remember how Thomas came to deep
faith in spite of his own questions.
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July 4: FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
July 11: FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

July 14: BLESSED KATERI TEKAKWITHA The “Lily of the Mohawks,” Kateri is the first
Native American woman to be honored by a feast day on the Church calendar. She reminds us that
the Good News of Jesus is meant for all people, regardless of race and nationality.

July 15: SAINT BONAVENTURE Bonaventure is a thirteenth-century saint who was inspired
by Saint Francis of Assisi. He joined the Order of Friars Minor when he was 22 and went on to become
an important theologian for his time and ours. He is remembered for his skills at conflict resolution
because he united two factions in his order who were divided over how strictly the order’s rule should
be followed.

July 18: SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

July 22: SAINT MARY MAGDALENE Apostle to the Apostles, she was one of the women at
the foot of the cross and the first to see Jesus after his Resurrection. Mary Magdalene is the model for
men and women living out their call to spread the Gospel as followers of Jesus.

July 25: SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

July 26: SAINT JOACHIM AND SAINT ANNE Joachim and Anne were the parents of Mary,
the Mother of God. They nurtured the young Mary and brought her up to be a woman worthy to bear
God’s own Son. Joachim and Anne are models to parents everywhere, and Anne is the patron saint of
mothers. To celebrate their feast, call to mind your own parents and thank them for the ways in which
they have made you worthy of God’s grace and have inspired you to live a faithful life.

July 29: SAINT MARTHA Martha is the sister of Lazarus and Mary of Bethany. She remained
close to Jesus during his ministry. In the reading from the Gospel for today’s memorial, Martha is a busy
hostess preparing her house and the meal. Her attention to getting things ready and serving Jesus at
the table is balanced by Mary’s reflective side.

July 31: SAINT IGNATIUS LOYOLA In 1534, Ignatius founded the religious community
known throughout the world as the Jesuits. His and the Jesuit motto is “To the greater glory of God.”
Renew your commitment to give glory to God through action.

August 1: EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 4: SAINT JOHN MARY VIANNEY John Mary was highly regarded as a spiritual
guide and confessor. While he experienced difficulty with the academic studies that preceded his
ordination, this did not keep him from a successful career as a parish priest in the nineteenth century.
His life of prayer and ministry provides an example of holiness for those who serve the Church today.
He is the patron saint of priests.

August 6: THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD Jesus revealed his glorified body to
three disciples in anticipation of his Resurrection.

August 8: NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
August 10: SAINT LAWRENCE Lawrence, a deacon in the Church of the third century in Rome,

was executed at the stake only four days after Pope Sixtus II. According to a legend, Lawrence was
asked to hand over the treasures of the Church at the time of his execution, yet he refused to do so.
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August 11: SAINT CLARE Together with Francis of Assisi, Clare founded the Poor Clare Sisters.
While living Gospel poverty, Clare and her sisters served the poor and sick. Rent or borrow from the
library a video of Brother Sun, Sister Moon, the story of Francis and Clare.

August 14: SAINT MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish Franciscan
priest, a teacher, and a missionary who was imprisoned in Auschwitz in 1941. He volunteered to take
the place of a married man with two children who was scheduled to be put to death. Following Jesus’
example of laying down his life, Maximilian was killed.

August 15: SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Mary’s Assumption into heaven was declared a dogma of the Church by Pope Pius XII. Many coun-
tries celebrate this holy day of obligation, which falls on a Sunday this year, with great festivity.

August 20: SAINT BERNARD Bernard is a twelfth-century saint who founded the monastery
of Clairvaux (“Valley of the Light”) in France. He led a reform of the Cistercians and advised kings.
He thought his main duty in life was to grow in holiness. His writings, such as his Five Books on
Consideration, have been a resource for pontiffs.

August 21: SAINT PIUS X Early twentieth-century pope Pius X encouraged the frequent recep-
tion of Holy Communion. In combating the Jansenists who held that Holy Communion should be
reserved for only a select few people, Pius X issued a decree which allowed children beginning at the
age of reason to receive Holy Communion. His emphasis on receiving Holy Communion is why he is
referred to by many as the “Pope of the Eucharist.”

August 22: TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 24: SAINT BARTHOLOMEW Not much is known about Bartholomew other than that
his name usually follows Philip’s in the list of apostles. Brought by his friend Philip to Jesus, Bartholomew
was one of the first disciples. Though the Synoptic writers make no mention of Nathanael, it is tradition-
ally believed that Nathanael is identified with Bartholomew because in the writer’s lists of the Twelve
Apostles, Bartholomew is referred to by his family name Bar-Tolmai and the author of the Gospel
according to John refers to him as Nathanael. He is said to have been whipped alive in Armenia.

August 27: SAINT MONICA This faithful mother lived from 331 to 387. Her son, Augustine,
who frequently overindulged in life’s pleasures, caused her heartache. She cajoled him to change and
prayed unceasingly for his conversion. Her persistence paid off.

August 28: SAINT AUGUSTINE Augustine is the son who distressed Monica. Saint Ambrose
befriended him, and Augustine converted to Christianity. Augustine immersed himself in the work
of spreading the Gospel. He became a bishop, catechist, theologian, and prolific writer who still influ-
ences Church thought.

August 29: TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 3: SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT Best remembered for the Gregorian chant

music form, Saint Gregory was a Pope and a doctor of the Church. The chant, sung without accom-
paniment, is among the best loved of sacred music.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity May 30, 2010
All Praise to the Holy Trinity

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B “The mystery of the Most
Holy Trinity is the central
mystery of Christian faith
and life” (CCC 234).

B Christians confess one God
in three persons. These
persons are distinct from
one another, yet each of
them is God whole and
entire. The distinction of
the persons is defined by
the relationships among
them (CCC 253-255).

B God’'s wisdom is manifest
in creation, which is but
a sign of the eternal plan
of God, still unfolding
today (CCC 295).

B Jesus is the Word made
flesh, the incarnate Son of
God, the crown of creation
(CCC151).

B The Holy Spirit is the
source of Christian hope
(CCC 2847) who proceeds
from the Father and the
Son revealing them to us
(CCC 243-248).

Proverbs 8:22-31 Wisdom is the beginning of God’s ways. It precedes creation. All created
things come as a result of God’s wisdom. The features of the earth appear to be eternal: the seas,
springs, mountains, fields, and clumps of earth all predate those who behold them. Yet even these
are not the oldest of God’s prodigies. Wisdom precedes them all. God designed a plan before put-
ting it into effect. That plan is God’s wisdom.

It is indeed a plan. The blossoming of creation is not simply something that happened after God’s
wisdom existed. It happened because of God’s wisdom. It expresses God’s wisdom. The heavens,
the foundations of the earth, and the seas all came about as a part of God’s remarkable design.

Wisdom takes special delight in the human race. Wisdom is not a mere intellectual idea. It was
the muse of God’s creation, and it brought delight to the Creator. The action of wisdom is like play.
It pours enjoyment into the world.

In the context of today’s solemnity, Christians see wisdom in this reading as an expression of
God’s Holy Spirit, at work before creation came to be, acting in concert with the Word of God,
which would be made flesh in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 The creation of God is astounding to behold, but especially the
creation of humanity. The psalm praises God for the immensity of creation—from the depths of
the ocean to the heights of the sky. It recognizes that human beings are crowned with special honor
and glory, and it expresses humility in the midst of this responsibility.

The psalm is especially fitting for this solemnity because of its Christological interpretation. It
speaks in the singular, “What is . . . the son of man that you should care for him? / You have . . .
crowned him with glory and honor.” The psalm foresees the divinity and humanity of Jesus, whose
role is unequalled in all of creation.

Romans 5:1-5 Saint Paul explains to the Romans the source of Christian peace. It comes
from God through our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Jesus has given Christians access to God by faith. Because they possess this grace, they boast
in hope of the glory of God. These verses depend on the belief that Jesus is fully human in all
aspects but sin and fully divine. His coming has therefore given humans access to divine glory.

Paul also says that God has poured the Holy Spirit into the hearts of believers, which is why
they have confidence their hope will not be disappointed. Admittedly, they are afflicted in many
ways, but affliction leads to endurance, which produces proven character. That character has hope
because of the Holy Spirit dwelling within the believer.

On this Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, this reading encapsulates the belief that all three
divine persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—participate in the work of the whole divine econ-
omy. Yet each divine person performs the common work in a unique way, since the three divine
persons are distinct from one another but in communion.

John 16:12-15 At the Last Supper, Jesus instructs his disciples about his relationship to the
Father and the coming of the Holy Spirit. In his farewell discourse, Jesus has much to say to his fol-
lowers, but he knows they cannot bear it all. It was not the time or place to say everything. Instead,
he assured them of something else: the Spirit of truth would guide them to all truth. They did not
need to know everything at that moment. They only needed to know that the Spirit would be with
them as their guide. They would learn along the way because of the care Jesus gave them.

Jesus expresses his union with the Father in terms of their mutual possession: “Everything that
the Father has is mine.” The Holy Spirit will take from that store and give to the disciples.

Hearing this promise after the First Reading from Proverbs, the faithful will be able to connect
Jesus’ assuring words with the eternal wisdom of God. God’s divine plan was in effect before the
world began. It was still a living thing on the last day of Jesus’ life. He and the Father shared
everything, and the Holy Spirit imparted their wisdom to the followers of Jesus. In this regard, the
solemnity this year professes faith in the Trinity, but also in the continuous, creative activity of the
Trinity in the lives of the faithful.

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY © 2009 Liturgy Training Publications Scripture Background e 225
© COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL: This page is not authorized for multiple copies.



PREPARATION

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity May 30, 2010
All Praise to the Holy Trinity

Materials m

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for May 30, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a white cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
O LORD, OUR GOD, HOW WONDERFUL YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH!

HOMILY/REFLECTION

Bring items, such as a shamrock, three interlocking circles, and a triangle, to help explain
the idea of God being three and one.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC
B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/

tape player and instrumental music (optional).

226 ¢ Children’s Liturgy of the Word
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LITURGY GUIDE for Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity May 30, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We send you forth with your leader(s) to listen to God’s word. Listen well.
May your ears be opened to hear the Good News of Jesus. May your hearts be opened
to spread his Good News. May God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit help
you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing Refrain from “Glory and Praise to Our God,” (Schutte) a few times, “Holy, Holy, Holy”
(NICAEA), other appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children
gather in the space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Good and gracious God,

open our minds and hearts to know you better.

We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.

Children: Amen.

Proverbs 8:22-31

Psalm 8 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the refrain,
“O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!”

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

John 16:12-15

Introduce today’s reflection by asking the children the following questions:

o How many of you have ever played the game Clue or watched other family
members play?

o How many of you have ever read Goosebumps books? Nancy Drew books?

o How many have read the books or seen the movies about Harry Potter?

e Who can tell us what all those things have in common? (They are all about mystery.)

Let’s take a minute to think about what a mystery is. In the game Clue or the books we just talked about,
the mystery gets solved in the end, doesn’t it? We can explain what happened or why it happened.

Today is the solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, or Trinity Sunday. It is the day when we celebrate the
central mystery of our faith—the mystery of the Trinity. We believe there are three divine Persons in
one God—the Father, the Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

e Do you think the Trinity is a mystery like the mysteries of Harry Potter and
Goosebumps books or Clue? (No, because we cannot really explain how God could
be three Persons and still be one God.)
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

We believe in the Trinity, but we cannot explain it completely. It is a God thing! It is bigger than we are!
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus tells us about the other Persons of the Trinity.

o Who remembers what Jesus says about the Father? (Everything the Father has belongs
to Jesus.)

o What does Jesus say about the Holy Spirit? (The Spirit will guide us and help us
understand Jesus’ message.)

Show the children one of the items you brought to explain the idea of the Trinity being three Persons
in one God (shamrock, three interlocking circles, triangle). Ask them to quietly think about the
Trinity as a family. Then ask the following questions:

o What kind of family do you think the Trinity would be?

e How do you think the three members would talk to each other?

o If one member disagreed with the other, what would they do to solve their
disagreement? Would they help each other?

o Could the members depend on each other?

Allow the children to respond from their hearts, but guide them to see that the Trinity is a community
of love. Explain that God is Love and the Trinity is the best model of love that we have.

When God created humans, he created us in his own image. We are like God. God wants us to live with
him and others in a community of love just as the Trinity does. Ask children to stand, form a circle,
and hold hands. Have them repeat the words “We are a community of love” after you. Then have
them move in the circle to the right and to the left two or three times as they repeat the mantra, “We
are a community of love.” Have children be seated.

Talk with the children about the fact that, even though we are all made in God’s image, we have to
practice living as God’s image, as God’s children.

Since today is Trinity Sunday, let’s think about what we might do this week to be more loving in our
own families.

o How can you talk to the members of your family with kindness and respect? What
words would be good words to use? What words or tone of voice should we not use?

o If a family member disagrees with you, how might you solve the disagreement?

o Which family member can you be helpful to this week?

e How can you show family members you are dependable?

Let’s finish our time together by making the Sign of the Cross to celebrate the Trinity. Ask children
to stand and repeat the following after you as they slowly make the Sign of the Cross.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Let us bring our prayers to God our Father who listens to and answers us. Show a hand signal and
have the children repeat the response, Lord hear our prayer. Encourage them to contribute prayer
intercessions for their families and friends.

Leader: For families everywhere, that they will be able to love each other in good times
and bad times, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For countries that are at war, that they may change and begin to see good in
each other, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal,
and have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ June 6, 2010
Proclaim His Death Until He Comes Again in Glory

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B At the Last Supper, Jesus
gave his Body and Blood
under the forms of bread
and wine. When Christians
celebrate the Eucharist
today, they do it in
remembrance of Jesus
(CCC 1341-1344).

B Jesus Christ is Eternal
priest and King, in the
order of Melchizedek
(CCC 1537-1545).

B The Eucharist is a sacred
banquet of communion
with the Body and Blood
of Christ. This banquet
satisfies the longings
of human hearts. The
Eucharist is also the
sacrificial memorial in
which the sacrifice of
the cross is continued
and made present
(CCC 1382, 1392).

Genesis 14:18-20 As an act of thanksgiving for Abram’s victorious rescue of his nephew Lot,
Melchizedek the king brings out bread and wine. Abram is a figure not noted for warfare, but the
kidnapping of his nephew Lot spurs him into action. With a sizeable army (318 soldiers, to be exact),
he routs the enemy kings and frees Lot from captivity. Melchizedek is both king and priest. He brings
out bread and wine as an offering to God. He raises a prayer of thanksgiving, blessing Abram and
God. In gratitude for this priestly service, Abram gives a tenth of everything to Melchizedek.

Nothing else is known of Melchizedek apart from these verses. He is remembered in the book
of Psalms and in the letter to the Hebrews, where Christian tradition says he prefigures Christ.
Melchizedek is mentioned in the first Eucharistic Prayer of the Roman Missal.

Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4 The psalm shows the close relationship between God and the earthly
ruler of the people. God protects the ruler and claims him as a priest according to the order of
Melchizedek. The psalmist quotes God’s commands to the ruler: “Sit at my right”—*“Rule in the
midst of your enemies.” The ruler hears promises of superiority: enemies will become a footstool.
Princely power has been his from birth, and priestly authority will be his for ever.

The psalm refers to Melchizedek, the mysterious figure from the book of Genesis. Here, he is
identified as one who belongs to an “order” of priests, and whose service lasts forever. The priestly
tradition of the Old Testament Temple begins with Levi, who had not even been born when
Melchizedek appears on the scene. Hence, Melchizedek belongs to another order of priests. He
appears from nowhere and disappears again. His brief, iconic service is remembered as that of an
eternal priest. This psalm has been adopted by Christians as a prophecy for the coming of Jesus,
who is both king and eternal priest.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 The First Letter to the Corinthians notes a number of local issues
the community had brought to the attention of Saint Paul. The letter opens with an acknowledg-
ment of certain factions and other disputes surface throughout the text. In this case, Paul responds
to a question about the proper form of remembering the supper of the Lord.

Paul hands on to the Corinthians a tradition he has received, that Jesus took bread and cup on
the night before he was handed over, and called them his body and the new covenant in his blood.
“Do this in remembrance of me,” Jesus said. Paul says as often as Christians do this, they proclaim
the death of the Lord until he comes.

A similar account of this part of the Last Supper appears in the three synoptic accounts of the
Gospel. This epistle predates them by several decades. Hence, this reading is the oldest extant
written testimony of the institution of the Eucharist.

Lauda, Sion (Sequence) Today the Church sings one of the four sequences, ancient, poetic songs that precede the
singing of the Gospel Acclamation. The sequence for the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Lauda, Sion, is

ascribed to Saint Thomas Aquinas, who is thought to have written it at the request of Urban I'V. The sixth stanza of the
sequence reminds us of the history of the Eucharist feast.

Luke 9:11b-17 Jesus preaches to a large crowd, but the Twelve notice that they need provi-
sions. Jesus says a blessing over five loaves and two fish. All ate and were satisfied.

The miracle of the loaves appears six times in the accounts of the Gospel. It is the most com-
monly attested of all Jesus’ miracles. In Luke’s account, the Twelve try to get Jesus to dismiss the
crowd, but he turns on those who addressed him: “Give them some food yourselves.” They protest
that they do not have much to share, but Jesus does not need much. Although the men alone num-
ber five thousand, the entire crowd eats its fill from the few provisions the Twelve were able to
scare up. Driving home the point, leftover fragments of the food fill twelve baskets.

This miracle prefigures the Eucharist. The same verbs appear here and in the account of the
Last Supper: took, bless, broke, and gave. The crowds were satisfied by what they ate. They surely
were satisfied by what they heard as well. The celebration of the Eucharist today works the same
miracle: with only a little food and drink, with only a few words of sacred Scripture, the faithful
are satisfied, and there are fragments of insight and spirituality left over to be shared.
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PREPARATION

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ June 6, 2010
Proclaim His Death until He Comes Again in Glory

Materials

Needed
SN

BEFORE THE LITURGY

B Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for June 6, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.

B Place a white cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

B Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

B Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

B Ask older children or other adults to prepare to proclaim the first two readings (optional).

B Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response, YOU
ARE A PRIEST FOR EVER, IN THE LINE OF MELCHIZEDEK.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

B Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC
B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

SECOND
READING

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

June 6, 2010

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We send you forth with your leader(s) to listen to God’s word. Listen well.
May your ears be opened to hear the Good News of Jesus. May your hearts be opened
to spread his Good News. May God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit help
you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing Refrain from either “Taste and See” (Moore or Hurd) or “Table of Plenty” (Schutte), other
appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space
for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Living God,

you live in and around us.

Open our ears to hear your word

so that we might be fed by it.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Genesis 14:18-20

Psalm 110 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 9:11b-17

Begin the reflection on the Gospel reading by doing the following activity: Tell children to use their
imaginations and pretend that they are going to see their favorite sports person, movie or television
star, or music group. Ask them to close their eyes and picture the person they are going to see. Tell
them to raise their hand when they have chosen the person. Suggest names to children who do not
raise their hands. Name a familiar venue (theater, park, stadium, or other gathering place) where
they will meet this person.

Be sure your eyes are closed. Picture yourself getting out of bed very early in the morning on the day
you are going to see your person. It is still dark out, but you have to leave early because you want to
get a seat and you know lots of people will be there. You get dressed and hurry to the kitchen for
breakfast. You are really hungry, but your family is in a hurry to go, so you just grab a piece of toast.
You get to the place and find seats. You are really happy about that. You look around and you see lots
of people sitting down. It is a big crowd. You wait and wait. Someone then announces that the star’s car
broke down, but they will be there soon. You can feel you are getting hungrier. You look around and
there are no refreshments. There is nothing to eat, absolutely nothing. You look around again and you
see some people who have brought snacks. You run over to them and say, “I am starved, can I have
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

some of that, please?” What do the people say? What would you say if you were the one with food?
Now open your eyes. Let’s hear what you imagined the people might say. Have children share their
responses. Probe to come up with reasons why some people might have said “no.” Ask if they can
think of reasons they might have said “no” if they were the ones with the food.

o How do we know Jesus liked to eat? (He ate at people’s homes. Sometimes he even
invited himself for a meal, like when he met Zacchaeus. He cooked for his apostles.)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus wants to be sure the people who had come to see him get something to eat.
The disciples, though, wanted Jesus to send the people away.

e Why do you think the disciples wanted to send the people away? (Invite children’s
responses and be sure that the following are included or add them yourself: too much
trouble, they wanted to keep the food for themselves, they were too lazy to go buy all the
food they would need.)

Jesus did not want the people to go away hungry. He does not want anyone to be hungry. Let’s go back
to the imagination reflection we did. If Jesus were there in the crowd, he would want those who had
snacks to share. Sometimes we choose not to share because we think there just won’t be enough. The
disciples thought that the little bit of food they had, five loaves of bread and two fish, would not be
enough for all those people. But they did what Jesus said and brought the loaves and fish to him.

o What did Jesus do? (He blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his disciples to give to
the people.)

The disciples found out that Jesus did not need much to feed the hungry, but he did want the disciples
to help. He wanted them to share and be generous. Then he did the rest. There are many people in our
world who are really hungry. Jesus wants our help. Whatever we do to help the hungry is a sign that
we want to do the things that Jesus did.

e Is there something you can do this week to reach out and feed the hungry?
(Help children focus on concrete, realistic ways they can do something alone
or with their families.)

Jesus feeds us in a very special way during the Mass. Today is the solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ. It is a day when we celebrate and give thanks for Jesus giving us the gift of himself
in the Eucharist.

o When you receive Holy Communion today or watch the other people in church
receive Jesus’ body and precious blood, what can you say to thank Jesus for being
with you? (Help the children come up with a short prayer such as “Thank you Jesus for
feeding me and others.”)

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Good and gracious God, we bring you the needs and wants of our hearts. Show a hand signal and
have the children repeat the response, Lord hear our prayer. Encourage them to contribute prayer
intercessions for those who are in need of help.

Leader: For the workers around the world who feed the hungry, that they will be blessed
by God, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For those in our neighborhood who will go hungry today, that they will soon be
fed, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 13, 2010
Forgiveness Nourishes Love

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B God’s love is a love that
forgives (DCE 10).

B God is merciful and
gracious. "It is in this
central revelation that the
chosen people and each
of its members will find,
every time that they have
sinned, the strength and
the motive for turning to
the Lord to remind him of
what he had exactly
revealed about himself
and to beseech his
forgiveness” (DM, Ch. 4).

B During his public life,
Jesus' forgiveness of sins
showed that forgiveness
reintegrates a person into
the community of the

people of God (CCC 1443).

® “[M]y encounter
with God awakens my
conscience in such a way
that it no longer aims at
self-justification . . . but
it becomes a capacity for
listening to the Good
itself” (SS 33).

2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13 Today’s First Reading reports the semi-happy ending to a long story
of lust, deceit, and murder. The prophet Nathan is reproaching King David because he took another
man’s wife, tried to deceive the man, and finally, unsuccessful at corrupting him, arranged his
murder (2 Samuel 11:1-26). Now, Nathan speaks in the name of the Lord, reminding David of all
the undeserved good he has received from the hand of God.

The happy ending is that, once confronted, David abandoned his arrogance and admitted his
sin. David’s humble confession and contrition opened the way for God’s forgiveness. Nevertheless,
even though forgiven, the consequences of his sin remained: David had instituted a reign of vio-
lence that would afflict his house for many years. For Christians, the reign of violence is overcome
in the Reign of Christ, the Prince of Peace.

Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 7, 11 This segment of a psalm of penitence invites us to contemplate the
grace-filled relationship between God and sinners. Beginning with the joy felt by one who is for-
given, it implies that the experience of forgiveness produces sincerity of heart (no guile). That is
because God “imputes not guilt” to the one who has been forgiven. Our most basic identity comes
not from our sin, but from the love God offers us. Because of that love, we come to know God as
a shelter, preserver, and source of joy.

Galatians 2:16, 19-21 In his Letter to the Galatians, Saint Paul gives us a glimpse of the
early Christian community in very serious conflict. The debate centered on whether or not Gentile
converts to Christianity should be required to observe the Jewish Law. What was at stake, whether
they realized it or not, was the future identity of Christianity as a small Jewish sect or a catholic
(universal) faith.

The verses we hear today come from the heart of Paul’s most basic teaching: we are saved by faith,
not by anything we do for ourselves. At the time of the Reformation, Martin Luther used Paul’s idea
of justification by faith to critique the Catholic Church’s practice of buying and selling indulgencies.
Today there is more agreement between Protestants and Catholics, with both agreeing that faith
justifies us and faith must express itself in good works. (See the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine
of Justification by the Lutheran World Federation and the Catholic Church, October 31, 1999.)

Luke 7:36—8:3 When Jesus dined with people, he often turned the tables on them. This
incident, unique to the Gospel according to Luke, has to do with sin and forgiveness.

One might well ask why Simon the Pharisee bothered to invite Jesus to dine: he neglected to
show Jesus even the most rudimentary signs of respect for a guest. As Luke paints the picture, the
disparity between the penitent woman and Simon recalls the contrast between the blessings and
woes of the Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-26). Rather than acting as host, Simon sets himself up as a judge,
not only of the woman, but also of Jesus. The humble woman, on the other hand, demonstrates the
extravagant love and gratitude of a person who has been forgiven. In the end, the question at hand
has become which of the two people is closer to and more like God.

This dinner scene serves as a narrative that vividly elaborates Paul’s teaching on justification.
Obviously, Simon considered himself to be justified. As a Pharisee, his self-concept probably had
much to do with being a descendent of Abraham and a faithful observer of the Law. Unfortunately,
that led him into the trap of the Law: seeking justification through observance of the Law can
become an expression of faith in oneself and one’s own performance. In contrast, the gratitude of
the forgiven woman engendered in her a life of faith and abundant love.

The connections among today’s readings are clear. The narratives from 2 Samuel and Luke,
rather than focus on sin and punishment, remind us of God’s extravagant forgiveness and the effect
it has on us if we open ourselves to it. Similarly, the sinful David and the judgmental Simon warn
us about the danger of cultivating haughtiness, whether by imposing our privilege or disparaging
others. The responses to forgiveness we see in David and the woman remind us of the joy we find
if only we honestly admit our failings, confess our sins, and open ourselves to God’s great love.
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PREPARATION

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 13, 2010
Forgiveness Nourishes Love

Materials n

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for June 13, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
LORD, FORGIVE THE WRONG | HAVE DONE.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUSIC

Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 13, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We send you forth with your leader(s) to listen to God’s word. Listen well. May
your ears be opened to hear the Good News of Jesus. May your hearts be opened to
spread his Good News. May God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit help you
to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Amazing Grace” (NEW BRITAIN), refrain from “I Have Loved You” (Joncas), other appropri-
ate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space for the
Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

God our Father,

may your word take root in our hearts

and form us as your followers of your Son

who showed us how to forgive and love one another.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Children: Amen.

2 Samuel 12:7 - 10, 13-14

RESPONSORIAL Psalm 32 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
PSALM refrain, “Lord, forgive the wrong I have done.”
GOSPEL Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.
ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL Luke 7:36-50
HOMILY/ Begin by helping the children to reflect on the Gospel reading.
REFLECTION e Who is your favorite person in today’s Gospel passage? Why? (Allow children to share
for a few minutes. Help them articulate the reasons for their choice.)
e What was your favorite part of the passage?
If needed, help children break the Gospel reading into small parts by suggesting the following: you
might ask children to raise their hand after their favorite part (for example, when Jesus got ready to
eat, the woman brought expensive perfume and stood next to Jesus, the woman washes Jesus’ feet,
Simon the Pharisee talks to himself, Jesus tells Simon the story about the two people who owed
money, Jesus scolds Simon, or Jesus tells the woman her sins are forgiven).
o What are some of the differences between the woman and Simon? (Invite children’s
responses and then make the following observations.)
Simon was not polite to Jesus. Imagine how you would feel if you were invited to someone’s house
for dinner and they did not meet you at the door, say “hello,” or offer to take your coat.
o How would you feel if that happened to you?
In Jesus’ time it was polite to wash the feet of guests when they came into a house. Since people wore
sandals and the roads were very dusty, it was a very welcoming gesture. The woman showed respect
and care for Jesus, but Simon was rude and unkind.
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

o How many of you know someone who is stingy?
e What are some of the things stingy people do?

Simon was stingy, but the woman was generous, wasn’t she? She bought expensive perfume ahead of
time and when she got to Simon’s house, without even being asked, she did all the things that showed
she loved Jesus!

o Who remembers why Simon thought Jesus should not be friends with the woman?
(She was a sinner.)

At the time, people who followed the Jewish religion were not supposed to hang out with sinners.
They did not eat with them and they stayed away from them. But Jesus did hang out with sinners. He
cared about them and he was always willing to forgive their sins. He wanted them to know that God
loved them even if they sinned. Jesus was not stingy with God’s forgiveness. He forgave many sinners
and he told the woman her sins were forgiven.

I want you to think about a time when you did something to a family member or friend that was really
bad, but your family member or friend forgave you. Just think. Don’t say anything yet. Pause and then
ask children to share responses to the following questions:

e How did it feel when you were forgiven?
e How did you act toward the person who forgave you?

The woman was very loving to Jesus because her sins were forgiven. She was happy. She was relieved.
Mention some of the responses children gave to the question, “How did it feel when you were for-
given?” She must have felt all the things that we feel when someone forgives us, and so she wanted
to say “thank you.” Her way of saying “thank you” was to buy expensive perfume and anoint Jesus.
This gesture also recognized the importance of who Jesus is and what he does for us.

God loves us and will always forgive us. God does so because he is not stingy. God is very generous.
He is so generous he sent us Jesus, his Son, who gave his life for us and for the forgiveness of our sins.
We should not be afraid to talk to God and ask forgiveness when we have sinned. God wants us to
feel . . . (Mention some of the responses children gave to the question, “How did it feel when you
were forgiven?”)

When we know God’s forgiveness, then we will also be very loving to God. We will pray more often.
We will honor God by how we live our life and we will want to show it no matter what anybody else
thinks.

o Name one thing you learned from today’s Gospel reading that is important to you.
(Have volunteers share their answers.)

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles” or Nicene Creed.

Lord God, we bring before you the prayers of hearts. Show a hand signal and have the children repeat
the response, Lord, hear our prayer. Encourage them to contribute prayer intercessions for family,
friends, and those in need of God’s love and forgiveness.

Leader: For all the members of our families who find it hard to forgive that their hearts
will be changed, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For all of us in this parish, that we will be welcoming to strangers, we pray.
(Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 20, 2010
Take Up Your Cross Daily

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B Answering the call to
human solidarity is a
requirement of following
Christ and may bring
us a share in the cross
(CCC 1939).

B The Church is a Church
of martyrs whose witness
must not be forgotten
(TMA 37).

B “Tosuffer... for
others . . . to suffer
out of love . . . these are
fundamental elements
of humanity” (SS 39).

B We are proud of the
heroic witness of the
United States’ martyrs and
other missionaries who
have suffered because of
their faith (EE 21).

B Our common origin in
God is the basis of the
unity of the human race.
This unity does not
exclude the manifold
diversity of peoples and
cultures (CCC 360-361).

Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1 Scholarly commentators do not agree about the historical con-
text of this oracle. In the verses preceding the passage we hear today, the prophet Zechariah has
painted a picture of God protecting and bringing about reconciliation between Judah and Jerusalem
(Zechariah 12:1-9). Our reading describes redemption as the activity of the Spirit of God trans-
forming the people, giving them the grace of petition and purification. The unique characteristic
here, which will be picked up in reflections on Christ, is that their conversion leads the people to
mourn over the victim of their own violence.

Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 Psalm 63 is one of the strongest expressions of longing for God
in the Scriptures. As if the images of hungering and thirsting for God were not enough, the psalm-
ist goes so far as to proclaim that God’s love is better than life itself. As we pray this, we say that
we “bless” God. In a Hebrew mindset, that means more than words can say: it implies that we fall
on our knees before our God, offering ourselves in total obedience.

Galatians 3:26-29 In this section of the letter to the Galatians, Paul continues to argue
against teachers who require Gentile converts to submit to the Jewish Law. He argues that the Law
was a gift when Israel was immature. God gave the Law to teach them the difference between sin
and righteousness. In that, the Law served as an autocratic tutor, like a chaperone assigned to
protect the people.

With Christ, says Paul, the time of the Law has passed. Gentiles who are baptized in Christ are
free, not only from the Law, but also from every social, economic, or gender distinction that used
to define them. Now, their identity comes from but one thing: “you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Luke 9:18-24 This passage from the Gospel according to Luke is the first of three times Jesus
predicts his death and Resurrection. (See Luke 9:44 and 18:31.) Luke tells us that Jesus had been
praying in solitude, something that always preceded key events in his life.

After prayerful preparation, Jesus addressed his disciples, asking them how others perceived his
identity. From their responses we learn that even people who had not seen Jesus had heard about
him. Thus, some mistake him for the John the Baptist while others think he might be Elijah, the
prophet of the end times. After the disciples reported the rumors they had heard, Jesus queried them
more directly: “[W]ho do you say that I am?” When Peter declared that he was the Messiah, Jesus
enjoined them to silence, indicating that they might be as confused about him as were the crowds.

Then, moving from the realm of the safely objective to the dangerous subjective, Jesus explained
the implications of his vocation. Unlike the Messiah of their dreams, Jesus was going to suffer, be
rejected, and killed. That he would be raised “on the third day” was little comfort as that was a
symbolic phrase that implied “in God’s time,” rather than delimiting a precise number of hours
(Genesis 22:4, 2 Kings 20:5, Hosea 6:3).

If the disciples were stunned by Jesus’ prediction of his fate, what must they have felt when he
included them in it? This Gospel says that he directed his call for total self-sacrifice to “all.”
Suddenly, there was no room for detachment about Jesus’ role; anyone who called him Messiah
was implicated.

While Matthew and Mark also record this incident, Luke’s account is unique because he uses the
word daily to describe the cross of the disciples. That calls disciples to cultivate the attitude expressed
in today’s psalm every hour of every day of the year. We are challenged to whole-hearted sincerity
when we pray, “your kindness is a greater good than life . . . .I will bless you while I live.”

Today’s liturgy invites us to reflect on our own identity as disciples. Just as Jesus asked the
disciples who they believed him to be, the readings pose serious questions to us. Have we opened
ourselves to the Spirit of God and learned to mourn over those we have defeated? Have we taken
the time to pray, to truly hunger and thirst for God? Do we still identify ourselves in distinction
from others or have we nurtured a new identity as being one in Christ? How often have we recog-
nized and accepted the opportunity to take up the cross of Jesus? Are we willing to accept the real,
subjective implications of claiming Jesus as our Messiah?
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PREPARATION

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 20, 2010
Take Up Your Cross Daily

BEFORE THE LITURGY

B Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for June 20, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.

B Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

B Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

B Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Materials B Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
ay Needed B Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response, WE
ARE HIS PEOPLE, THE SHEEP OF HIS FLOCK.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

B Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/
tape player and instrumental music (optional).
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PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We send you forth with your leader(s) to listen to God’s word. Listen well.
May your ears be opened to hear the Good News of Jesus. May your hearts be opened
to spread his Good News. May God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit help
you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing Refrain from “Here I Am, Lord” (Schutte), “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (HOUS-
TON), other appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in
the space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

help us to hear your word

as you teach us what it means

to follow your Son and

daily take up our cross.

We ask through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Galatians 3:26-29

Psalm 100 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “We are his people, the sheep of his flock.”

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 9:18-24

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus’ friends come to him to tell him something.

Why do you think Jesus wanted to know what people were saying about him?
Do you ever wonder what people are saying about you?

What are some things people might say about you?

Who would have the best answer to that question: your family members, your
friends, your mailperson, or the people who see you every day on the school bus?

The people who are around us every day know us the best. So when they talk about us, they would
probably be telling the truth. What our friends say about us would usually be right on because they
know us and spend time with us. People who see us every day on the school bus might be able to say
some true things about us because they would see how we act.

o Who remembers what the people said about Jesus? (He was John the Baptist, Elijah, or
a prophet who came back to life.)

The people thought Jesus was a good man sent by God, but they just were not sure.

o What do you think made the people think Jesus was a good man sent by God?
(He prayed to his Father, he performed miracles, he took care of people.)
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

Peter knew Jesus better than most of the people because he was with him all the time. When Jesus
asked the disciples who they thought he was, Peter answered that they thought Jesus was the Messiah
sent by God; the One everyone had been waiting for to come and save them. And he was right! That
was Good News!

o If you were Peter or one of the disciples, how do you think you would feel when you
found out your leader was the Messiah? (Invite children to respond and then emphasize
they probably felt good, maybe they even felt as if they would be important and powerful
because they were his friends.)

But Jesus wanted his disciples to know that he would suffer and die. He also wanted them to know it
was not easy to be the Messiah. The disciples were surprised.

e Why do you think they were surprised?
o Did they like that news? Why not?

Jesus is our model. We do not have to die on a cross like Jesus did, but we need to do some other
things so people will know we are Jesus’ followers.

We are going to play our own game of “Who do people say I am?”” There are only two answers: “Jesus
follower” or “Not Jesus follower.” I am going to tell you about some children and you tell me who they
are.

e Martino sees his little sister playing ball by herself in the yard. When she sees him,
she calls out, “Martino come and play with me.” Martino wants to go in the house
and play games on the Wii. He ignores her and runs in the house. Who do you say
Martino is?

e Maria asks her mother whether she can stay at a friend’s house overnight. Her
mother says “No” because it is Maria’s turn to stay with her grandmother who is
sick. Maria stamps her feet and runs upstairs while yelling ‘“You never let me do what
I want.” Who do you say Maria is?

o Latifah has saved for months to buy a new CD. She has just enough money to get it.
Her teacher tells the class about a project to buy sweaters for homeless children to
help them keep warm during the winter. Latifah gives half her money to the project.
Who do you say Latifah is?

e Aaron is supposed to set the table for dinner every evening, but he always tries to get
out of it because he knows if he doesn’t, his mother will. He decides to go ahead and
set the table before his mother asks him. Who do you say Aaron is?

Let’s take a few minutes and think about the things we do that would make people say “He or she is
a follower of Jesus.” After a pause, ask volunteers to share their responses.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Loving God, we lay before you our needs and wants and the needs and wants of those around us. Show
a hand signal and have the children repeat the response, Lord hear our prayer.

Leader: For the children who struggle to follow Jesus, that they will have the courage to
do so, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For those who are missionaries in foreign lands, that they will always have hope,
we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 27, 2010

Gospel Freedom

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

H Only in freedom can we
direct ourselves toward
goodness (GS 17).

B The Church must walk
on the same path Christ
walked: a path of poverty
and obedience, of service,
and self-sacrifice even to
death (AG 52).

B The more we do good, the
freer we become. “There
is no true freedom except
in the service of what is
good and just” (CCC 1733).

B Prayer helps us grow in
inner freedom (CCC 1742).

1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21 We meet the prophet Elijah in this reading as he is nearing the end of
his colorful career. Before this phase of his life, he had earned a king’s wrath by predicting a drought,
then survived the crisis because birds fed him until he found a widow who took him in. As a result
of her care, the widow’s food never ran out and Elijah resuscitated her son. When the drought was
about to end, Elijah faced the king who had wanted to kill him and ended up in a competition with
the king’s prophets to prove that the Lord of Israel was the God of all (1 Kings 17—19). The man
who would be appointed to take over Elijah’s mission would have to be special. We see that in the
story of his call.

When Elijah finds Elisha, he is plowing with twelve yoke of oxen—indicating that he came
from a family with significant wealth. Throwing the mantle over Elisha symbolized calling him to
become his apprentice. Elisha accepted the call and expressed the irrevocability of his commit-
ment by slaughtering his animals and burning his tools. He left himself no way to turn back.

Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 Although this psalm opens with the petition, “Keep me,”
the psalmist has no doubt that God will do just that. As the prayer continues, it becomes more of
a love song than a petition. Like last week’s psalm which declared God’s love better than life, here
the devotee calls God “my portion and my cup,” meaning, “my everything.” Like Elisha, who
made a feast of burning his past to move into the future God offered him, the psalmist ends with
a glad cry of faith that the road to which he or she is called will be full of life, joy, and intimacy
with God.

Galatians 5:1, 13-18 Paul minces no words in this directive to the Galatians: “For freedom
Christ set us free . . . do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.” As in the rest of this letter, Paul
is referring to the slavery of the Law which, although it was given for a good purpose, was subject
to the distortions of legalism and self-justification. Paul describes the conflict between the flesh and
the Spirit as a conflict that affects everyone who would be open to God’s life. For Paul, the “flesh”
is the self-seeking expression of human nature, while the Spirit is Christ’s Spirit which frees us to
love. Paul is quite clear about his message: it is only through the power of the Spirit that we can be
truly free.

Luke 9:51-62 The first verse of today’s reading from the Gospel could easily be missed, but
it sets the stage not only for today’s passage, but for the rest of Luke’s account of the Gospel. Jesus
is “resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem,” making the commitment that resulted in imme-
diate rejection by a Samaritan town, and eventually in his Passion and death.

In the three scenes that follow, Jesus calls attention to the radical nature of discipleship. First,
when someone who sounds like Peter at the Last Supper (Luke 22:33) offers to follow him, Jesus
warns that his life is less secure than that of the wild animals. Then Jesus called another whose
request to first bury his father implied “I have prior obligations.” When it came to the third of the
would-be disciples, Jesus demanded more than ever. Unlike Elisha, who was allowed to kiss his
father goodbye, Jesus insisted that there was neither time nor emotional space for even that minor
diversion from the course. Jesus had set his face for Jerusalem, and so must his followers.

When we look back to our First Reading, we see that Elisha’s immediate and total acceptance
of the call to follow the prophet gives an exceptional example of responding to the invitation to
discipleship. When he called Elisha, Elijah was no longer in public favor, but was more like Jesus on
the road to Jerusalem. Today’s combination of readings urges us to ask ourselves how to become free
enough to respond whole-heartedly to the call of Christ. The answer to that question is in the read-
ings themselves. As the psalmist teaches us, those who wish to be disciples must learn to choose
the Lord as their portion and cup. Paul tells us that we can do that only by opening ourselves to the
Spirit who will lead us into freedom. Although the road of discipleship will never be easy, the
promise is that if we freely choose it, it will be for us a “path to life” with fullness of joy.
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PREPARATION

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 27, 2010

Gospel Freedom

BEFORE THE LITURGY

B Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for June 27, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.

B Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

B Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

B Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Materials B Ask older children or other adults to prepare to proclaim the first two readings (optional).
ay Needed B Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response, YOU
ARE MY INHERITANCE, O LORD.

HOMILY/REFLECTION

B Bring newsprint and markers.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

B Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

SECOND
READING

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

June 27, 2010

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We send you forth with your leader(s) to listen to God’s word. Listen well.
May your ears be opened to hear the Good News of Jesus. May your hearts be opened
to spread his Good News. May God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit help
you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing Refrain from “Lead Me, Lord” (Becker), “I Say “Yes,” My Lord”/“Digo ‘Si,” Sefior” (Pefia),
other appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the
space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

God of life,

send the Holy Spirit

to help us hear your word

so it will make a difference in our lives

and we might live in the freedom of your Son.
Grant this through the same Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21

Psalm 16 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “You are my inheritance, O Lord.”

Galatians 5:1, 13—-15

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 9:57-62

How many of you have played the game “Follow the Leader”? Invite responses and have volunteers
explain how the game is played and name some of the places they went when they followed the
leader. Emphasize that children followed the leader wherever the leader took them no matter what
because they wanted to play the game and not stop.

When someone is the leader they can take us anywhere, can’t they? We have to trust them.

e Who are people with whom you would not play the game? Why? (You don’t trust them
or you are afraid of where they would lead you.)

In today’s reading from the Gospel three different people want to follow Jesus. Remember, it was not
always easy for Jesus’ friends to follow him. They did not have a house to stay in. They had to travel
with him. They had to leave their families and all their stuff. Think about how hard that would be.
Following Jesus was more serious than a game of follow the leader.
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

e What do you think made people want to follow Jesus even when they knew it might be
hard? (Emphasize trust, they felt he loved them, they wanted to be Jesus’ friend, or they
were interested in his teaching)

In the Gospel reading, two of the men make excuses. They want to follow Jesus, but not yet. They have
other things they want to do first. They have excuses. We all know what an excuse is, don’t we?

o How many of you have ever had good excuse for not going to school? What was it?
e Has anyone ever used a not so good excuse for not doing your homework or your
chores around the house? What was it?

Sometimes we make excuses because we don’t want to do something right away. We say “I will do it,
but not yet.”

e Has anyone ever used that kind of excuse?

Sometimes when we do that, it is okay. When I say, “I will clean the kitchen, but first I want to make
a phone call,” that could be an okay excuse. But if your parent tells you to clean your room and you
say, “I will, but first I want to go out and play,” your parent would probably say, “No, you have to clean
your room first,” because cleaning your room is more important than playing outside.

The excuses the people made for not following Jesus right away sound like good excuses, don’t they?
They sound like, “I will follow, but not yet.” But Jesus says, “No, you have to put following me first.”

Jesus wants us to follow him. He wants us to put him first. We put Jesus first when we pray to him,
when we are kind, when we share, when we go to Mass.

Can you think of other things we do to follow Jesus? Make two columns on a piece of newsprint. In
the first column, list the children’s responses to this question.

We also make excuses not to put Jesus first. Let’s make a list of excuses we use not to do the actions
we just listed. In the second column, list the excuses that children offer next to each action in the first
column.

Now let’s take some quiet time to think about how we can put Jesus first this week. Choose one thing
you can do during the week without making any excuses. Pause for a few minutes.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Lord God, we bring before you our wants and needs. Show a hand signal and have the children repeat
the response, Lord hear our prayer. Encourage them to contribute prayer intercessions for leaders
and those who show us how to follow Jesus.

Leader: For all those who are called to lead children who do not have families, that they
will provide safety and love, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For all of us, that we will have the courage to put Jesus first, we pray. (Show the
hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 4, 2010
The Abundant Harvest

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B We see the dawning of a
new missionary age which
will bring an abundant
harvest if all Christians
“respond with generosity
and holiness to the calls
and challenges of our
time” (RMi 92).

B The time for missionary
activity extends between
the first coming of the
Lord and the second, for
the Gospel must be
preached to all nations
before the Lord comes
again in glory (AG 9).

B The Gospel must be
proclaimed by Christians
who “show their capacity
for understanding and
acceptance, their sharing
of life and destiny with
other people, their
solidarity with the efforts
of all for whatever is noble
and good.” This wordless
witness “is already a silent
proclamation of the Good
News and a very powerful
and effective one”(EN 21).

Isaiah 66:10-14c This reading from the last chapter of the Book of Isaiah includes a message
found repeatedly throughout the entire book: hope and rejoice in what the power of God can do,
even when reality appears to be hopeless. The historical setting for today’s reading was the return
of the exiles to the ruins of the city of Jerusalem. Although the devastation they encountered
moved them to mourn, the prophet promises that their sorrow will be turned to joy. In his attempt
to reassure the people that they can have hope in their future, Isaiah reminds them that God loves
them like a mother who comforts her child. Although the material prosperity promised to the
people never came to be, the message of the reading is that God’s loving presence provides comfort
in any distress.

Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 Coincidentally, this psalm of magnificent praise goes well
with the fireworks typical of the Fourth of July. It is as if the psalmist were saying that not even if
all creation joined together in worship would it be enough to sing the glories due God’s name. As
the psalmist recalls God’s mighty deeds for Israel, we too are invited to remember how God has
blessed us individually and collectively.

Galatians 6:14-18 With this passage we come to the end of Paul’s letter to the Galatians.
Having said all that he could to persuade them that the cross of Christ has freed them from the
Law, Paul reminds the Galatians that because they are in Christ, they are a new creation. (See also
2 Corinthians 5:17.) All they need to do is to make that freedom and life in Christ a reality in their
way of living.

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 Today’s reading from the Gospel begins where last Sunday’s left off.
Immediately after he apparently turned away three prospective disciples, Jesus appoints 72 more.
In so doing, he does not minimize the harsh nature of their task. He assures them that they will be
like lambs among wolves. Without money, they will be totally dependent on the people to whom
they are sent. Interestingly, they are twice told to eat what they are offered. That could be a subtle
reference to later crises when the community would have to decide if they could eat “unclean”
foods (Acts 10:9-48), or it could simply be an admonition to accept whatever a peace-filled person
offered them, food as well as in shelter.

In addition to accepting hospitality, the disciples were also sent to heal the sick and announce
the nearness of the Kingdom of God. In short, like the twelve apostles sent out earlier (Luke
9:1-6), they were to do what Jesus did: share table fellowship with others, even sinners, and per-
form the signs that gave evidence about the nearness of the Kingdom of God.

Jesus’ use of the image of the harvest is more of a sign of urgency than of plenty. He tells the
disciples that the harvest is abundant—so much so that the Twelve were not enough to complete
its work. The appointment of the large number of additional evangelizers recalls the 72 elders who
helped Moses (Numbers 11:16—30) and also the purported number of the nations of the earth. By
including the account of this mission in his narrative of the Gospel, Luke is advancing one of his
key themes: the mission of the Christian community is universal, extending beyond the twelve
tribes of Israel to Jews and gentiles throughout the world.

Today’s readings invite us to reflect on the urgency of our mission to spread the Gospel and give
witness to God’s Kingdom in our midst. The promises of Isaiah remind us that God’s nearness
transforms everything. While the nations may be caught up in competition for the goods of the
earth, we are invited to situate ourselves in the new creation where there is enough for everyone
who is willing to share, and where people reach out to bring Christ’s healing presence to one
another. The mission of the 72 reminds us that the task of making the proclamation of the kingdom
of God visible is not left only to the professionals—the clergy and lay ecclesial ministers—but
belongs to each and every baptized person.

CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY © 2009 Liturgy Training Publications Scripture Background e 245
© COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL: This page is not authorized for multiple copies.



PREPARATION

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 4, 2010
The Abundant Harvest

BEFORE THE LITURGY

B Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for July 4, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.

B Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

B Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

B Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

: READINGS
Materials B Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
ay Needed B Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response, LET
ALL THE EARTH CRY OUT TO GOD WITH JOY.

HOMILY/REFLECTION

B Bring newsprint and markers.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

B Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 4, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We invite you to celebrate and listen to God’s word with your leader(s).

Share all the ways you can bring Jesus’ message to others. Go forth with the love of this
community. May God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, help you to understand
and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Bring Forth the Kingdom” (Haugen), refrain from “Glory and Praise to Our God” (Schutte)
a few times, other appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children
gather in the space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

may the grace of the Holy Spirit

guide our thoughts and actions

as we listen to your holy word.

May the Spirit lead us to gratitude

for the abundance of love you share with us
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Isaiah 66:10 — 14c¢

RESPONSORIAL Psalm 66 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the

PSALM refrain, “Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.”

GOSPEL Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL Luke 10:1-9

HOMILY/ In today’s reading from the Gospel, Jesus sends his disciples out to all the towns and villages he is

REFLECTION going to visit. Now that was going to be a long trip! Remember there were no cars or trains or air-
planes in those days. So they would have to walk.

e How do you think the disciples felt about going out to the towns to tell strangers
about Jesus?

First, Jesus had his followers choose a partner. Then Jesus told them they had a job to do.

e Would it be easier to go alone or with a partner? Why?

The partners were to go out into the towns and villages and tell the people about Jesus. It was up to
them to help people believe in Jesus. Now, what if you were one of those followers?

e Your job is to tell people about Jesus so they will believe in him. Which one of your
friends or family members would be the best person to choose as your traveling
partner? Why would you choose them? (You may need to help children by giving some
examples of your own such as, “I would choose because they would be fun to be
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LITURGY GUIDE for 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 4, 2010

PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

with.” Or, “because they know a lot about Jesus,” or, “because people would listen
to them.”)

e Jesus tells you and your partner to go to (Name a city or town that is a distance
from where you are, but is familiar to the children.) How long do you think it will take
you to get there? Will you have to stop on the way? What should you take with you? As
children respond write their suggestions on newsprint. When the list is complete, continue.

We think we will need all these things, but Jesus tells us not to bring anything. No money. No suit-
case. No extra clothes. Nothing at all. Just bring yourself.

e If you were one of the followers, how would you feel about that?
e Why do think Jesus gave his followers these directions?

Perhaps Jesus wanted his followers to know that to get people to believe in him does not depend on
them or what they brought with them, but on their faith in him and how they showed that faith in their
actions. Jesus does not tell the disciples what to say.

e What do you think might be the most important thing to tell strangers about Jesus?
Jesus does tell the disciples what to do.

Have you ever heard the saying “Actions speak louder than words”? When I was a child, my mother
used to say that to me when I would say “Oh yes, I will do my homework.” But then I would keep
watching TV. When my friend would say “T’ll be your friend,” but then (he or she) would not do
anything with me, (his or her) actions spoke louder than (his or her) words, didn’t they? Jesus knew
that people would believe in him if they saw his followers doing the things he taught them. Jesus
taught his followers to be peacemakers, show love, and care for those in need. It is both people’s
words about Jesus and their actions that help others believe in Jesus.

e What are some of the actions you do today that tell people about Jesus and
his message?

Just as Jesus sent his 72 followers out to do his work, he sends us out, too. He wants us to share the
Good News of his kingdom with the people around us. When Jesus sends us to do his work, he does
not leave us alone. He is with us and the Holy Spirit is with us, too.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Lord God, we bring to you the prayers of our hearts knowing you will listen. Show a hand signal and
have the children repeat the response, O God, hear us, hear our prayer. Encourage them to contrib-
ute prayer intercessions for those who tell others about Jesus.

Leader: For all the family members who tell us about Jesus, we pray. (Show the hand
signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For our priests and catechists who teach us about Jesus, we pray. (Show the hand
signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.

248 ¢ Children’s Liturgy of the Word CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY © 2009 Liturgy Training Publications

© COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL: This page is not authorized for multiple copies.



SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 11, 2010

A Heart for the Needy

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

“Union with Christ is also
union with all those to
whom he gives himself.

| cannot possess Christ just
for myself; | can belong to
him only in union with all
those who have become,
or who will become,
hisown . ... We become
‘one body’ . . . .Love of
God and love of neighbor
are now truly united”
(DCE 14).

Conversion leads to
communion expressed
through hospitality on
the part of communities
where migrants are
arriving (SNL 41).

The poor deserve
preferential attention
because they have been
made in the image and
likeness of God and this
image has been obscured
and even violated. For this
reason, God has become
their defender and the
Church, following the
spirit of the Beatitudes, is
called to be on their side
(RMi 60).

Deuteronomy 30:10-14 The word “Deuteronomy” signifies “second law” and denotes that
this entire book is a recapitulation and explanation of the Law Moses received on Mount Sinai. The
section we hear today is part of Moses’s farewell speech to the Israelites before they entered into the
Promised Land without him. The entire speech is well worth reading (Deuteronomy 29:1—30:20).

In today’s selection, Moses assures the people that the Law of God is not a complicated formula
designed to trip them up, but rather is well within their grasp. They have talked about it enough that
it is “in their mouths.” More than that, in their loving covenant with God, they are capable of guard-
ing the Law “in their hearts.” The final phrase of the reading moves what could have been a simple
and lovely meditation to the demanding present: “you have only to carry it out.” It’s easy to talk and
to feel sentimental about God’s love, but talk and sentiments must prove themselves in action.

Psalm 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 The shortened version of Psalm 69 we pray
today moves through a progression. Beginning by calling on the goodness of the Lord, the psalm-
ist recounts personal pain, then expresses faith before finally offering testimony to God’s goodness.
If we would read the entire prayer, we would see how ably the psalmist brings his distress to God.
Like some of the prophets, the psalmists have been called the great complainers of the Bible.
Perhaps we have something to learn from them, not just in their honest complaint, but more so
because even their suffering and grumbling bring them closer to God.

Colossians 1:15-20 This reading is the first of four selections we will be hearing from the
Letter to the Colossians. Whether written by Saint Paul or one of his associates, the purpose of the
letter was to keep the community from falling under the influence of false teachers who suggested
that salvation in Christ was insufficient, claiming instead that the people should practice asceticism
to placate other “principalities or powers.”

Today’s reading is a hymn that would have had a great influence on the people who heard or
sang it regularly. The verses we hear sum up everything Paul wants to proclaim about Christ, mak-
ing it clear that he is the only one who brings humanity into reconciliation with God. Christ Jesus
not only reveals the image of God, but also is the image of true humanity (Genesis 1:27).

Luke 10:25-37 Just as Jesus would turn the tables on his companions at a meal (Luke 7:36),
he could also elude lengthy theoretical debates by cutting to the heart of the matter with a story. In
this incident we hear that a “scholar” (probably a scribe) pushed Jesus to interpret the demands of
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Leviticus 6:18. The Deuteronomy injunction to love God called for a
dedication of intellect, emotion, and strength—one’s whole person to love of God. In Leviticus, the
law dealing with one’s neighbor referred to people who shared a common heritage. Interestingly,
the inquiring scholar did not seem to have any question about how to love God, his only doubt was
who might count as his neighbor.

Luke tells us that the scholar pressed Jesus for more detail “because he wished to justify him-
self.” In response, Jesus launched into the classic tale that invalidates every justifiable prejudice
that Christians might want to defend. In short, there was a man who was a victim. Because he had
apparently been traveling alone on a very dangerous road, he might have been much to blame for
his troubles. Nevertheless, whether he was innocent, reckless, or ignorant, the key detail is that he
was suffering, which is what brings the question of loving one’s neighbor into clear focus.

In the end, Jesus responds to his questioner by posing a question. Jesus asks not only about who
was a neighbor, but also who knows and loves God. Jesus and the scholar were both schooled in
the psalms. They knew how frequently God is depicted as the one who hears the cry of the poor,
the one who rescues the victim. Jesus’ response to the scholar interpreted both parts of the “Great
Commandment.” He made it clear that those who love God with their whole being will demon-
strate that love by caring for the poor and suffering, the ones God favors (Luke 1:50-53).
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PREPARATION

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 11, 2010

A Heart for the Needy

Materials m

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for July 11, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask older children or other adults to prepare to proclaim the first two readings (optional).
Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
TURN TO THE LORD IN YOUR NEED, AND YOU WILL LIVE.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

SECOND
READING

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

July 11, 2010

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We invite you to celebrate and listen to God’s word with your leader(s).

Pay attention to all the ways you can be a good neighbor. Go forth with the love of this
community. May God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit help you to understand
and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Make Us True Servants” (SLANE), refrain from an arrangement of “Ubi Caritas,” other
appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space
for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Loving God,

open our eyes and ears to your word
so that we may be changed by it

and have a heart for the needy.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Deuteronomy 30:10-14

Psalm 69 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.”

Colossians 1:18-20

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 10:25-37

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus is asked the question, “Who is my neighbor?” Instead of answering
the question directly by naming names, Jesus tells a story. The Scriptures say that we are to love our
neighbor as we love ourselves.

e Who do you think your neighbor is? Who are you supposed to love as much as
yourself? Pause for responses. Then ask children to just think about the following
situations and decide what they would answer but to keep their answer in their heart
and not say it aloud yet.

e What if my neighbor is the boy who sits next to me in class and is a big bully?

Do I have to love him?
e What if my next door neighbor is always being mean to my dog? Do I have to love him?

We are going to do a short reflection, so I want you to close your eyes. Get comfortable. Make sure
there’s a little space between you and the people next to you. Take some deep breaths. Picture yourself
as the person in the reading from the Gospel who has been beat up and robbed. There you are on the
side of the road. You hurt. You have some cuts and bruises. You have no money and you are far from
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LITURGY GUIDE for 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 11, 2010

PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

home. Pause. You are hoping someone will come along and help you. You look up and see one of your
teachers. You are sure he or she will help you. You wave, but when your teacher sees you, he or she
walks to the other side of the road. In a hurry to get to school, they pass right by you. How do you
feel? Pause.

A little while later one of your friends walks down the road and when he or she sees you, they say
“I can’t stop now. I have to get home.” And they go on. How do you feel? Pause. Then you see some-
one you do not like coming down the road. Maybe it is the class bully or the neighbor you do not like.
You know they do not like you either. You think, “They will never stop and help me.” But they do.
They come over to you. They ask you what happened. They tell you how sorry they are. They pick
you up and take care of your bruises. Then they offer to bring you home. They have some money in
their pocket that they pull out and give to you to replace some of the money that was taken from you.
How do you feel? Pause. Now open your eyes and remain still and quiet.

e Which of the three was a good neighbor? or Good Samaritan?

I bet you might be thinking, “Well, that could never happen. My teacher or my friend would have
stopped, and the person who doesn’t like me would have passed me by.”

When Jesus told the story, he used the Samaritan as an example for a reason. The Jewish people and the
Samaritans did not like each other. The people who listened to Jesus’ story would have thought just
like you that “that could never happen.” Jesus was teaching us all a lesson with that story. Jesus did
not answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?” His story has a surprise ending. The Samaritan loved
the Jewish man and he took care of him even though he did not like him. Jesus’ surprise ending shows
that we are all called to be good neighbors, to love and care for the people we like and the people we
do not like. Let’s go back to the questions I asked you at the beginning of our time together.

e Who do you think your neighbor is? Who are you supposed to love as much
as yourself?

e What if your neighbor is the boy who sits next to you in class and is a big bully?
Do you have to love him?

e What if your next door neighbor is always being mean to your dog? Do you have to
love her?

Ask children to stand, face a partner, and repeat after you: “Who is my neighbor?” Have the chil-
dren point to their partner and say “I am your neighbor. I am the Good Samaritan.”

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

God, our gracious and loving Father, we bring before you our prayers and needs. Show a hand signal
and have the children repeat the response, O God, hear us, hear our prayer. Encourage them to
contribute prayer intercessions for those who are good neighbors.

Leader: For our country’s leaders, that they will act as good neighbors, even to our
enemies, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For each of us, that we will be good neighbors to all those we meet, we pray.
(Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Biblical Hospitality

July 18, 2010

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B God calls every person
and every human being
desires communion with
God. God's initiative to
encounter him in prayer
comes first; the human
response to his initiative
is itself prompted by the
grace of the Holy Spirit
(CCC 2567, NDC 34).

B We can offer hospitality to
the Lord in contemplative
prayer, seeking him whom

our soul loves (CCC 2709).

B Finding where one
can feel at home takes
time. “A transforming

hospitality, then, becomes

extremely important in
welcoming the stranger
among us” (EM 64).

Genesis 18:1-10a Today we encounter Abraham as the exemplar of hospitality. As he was
resting in the desert, he was surprised by three strangers standing nearby. Abraham’s response to
the strangers was an immediate welcome. In his culture, the invitation to wash their feet indicated
they were not deemed strangers, but guests. Once Abraham had welcomed them, his whole house-
hold got involved. Sarah prepared more than twenty pounds (three measures) of flour for rolls
while he picked out a steer to be slaughtered for the feast.

At the time that he met the strangers, Abraham did not realize God was visiting him in them.
He simply received people on a journey who had need of what he could offer. In so doing, he
practiced what would later be one of the key responsibilities of a king in Israel: welcoming the
stranger. Without such a welcome, strangers could be in danger from the wilds as well as from
local inhabitants: strangers had no social standing or right to be in the area.

Abraham’s welcoming of the strangers, and the revelation that it was the Lord who visited him,
is a reminder that the hospitality we offer anyone in need is ultimately hospitality offered to God.
As we will see in the readings to follow, a full expression of hospitality in the biblical sense
includes opening not just our territory or home to others, but attentive listening which reverences
the Lord dwelling in others.

Psalm 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 The first verse of Psalm 15, not proclaimed in today’s liturgy, but
which provides the context for the Responsorial Psalm, asks “LLORD, who may abide in your tent?
/' Who may dwell on your holy mountain?”The remainder of the psalm responds by describing the
activity of a just person. In essence, it says the just person obeys God’s Law. The obedience
described is more an avoidance of negative activity than the outgoing care for the other we saw
from Abraham.

Colossians 1:24-28 Paul’s grammar is often difficult to follow, and this passage is a good
example of that. We note in this short passage, Paul talks about two things being completed, what
was “lacking in the afflictions of Christ” and “the word of God.” Paul has chosen to interpret his
own suffering (and at other times, that of the community) as a part of his union with Christ.
Additionally, he understands the working of the word of God to be a process, something into which
we grow, rather than a once-for-all change. Those ideas come together in his description of the
mystery of faith as “Christ in you.” Allowing Christ to grow in them is all the Colossians need to
live a life of faith, which will lead them to perfection.

Luke 10:38-42 The scene in Martha’s home is another incident unique to Luke’s account of
the Gospel and an example of Luke’s penchant for depicting women as disciples of the Lord. (For
example, Luke’s infancy narrative emphasizes Mary and Elizabeth, Luke 8:1-3 describes the
women disciples who traveled with Jesus.)

In this incident, we find Martha mirroring Abraham’s hospitality to the divine visitors. Whereas
Abraham “hastened” and “ran” and called others into service, Martha seemingly lacked sufficient
household staff and so found herself “burdened” by all the effort she was putting into serving.
Convinced that she was doing the correct thing, she asked Jesus to set her sister straight.

Interestingly, Martha was fulfilling the traditional role of a woman in the house, making sure
that an honored guest received the attention due to him. Mary, on the other hand, was sitting in
a traditional male posture, like a disciple at the rabbi’s feet, “listening to him.” In reality, gender
roles are not the key issue in this scene, but rather the quality of the reception each was giving to
Jesus. While Martha was serving, a self-directed activity which fulfilled social expectations, Mary
was “listening,” an activity of attentive response to her guest.

This Gospel episode reminds us of Luke 7:36—8:3 when Simon neglected to show Jesus the
most basic hospitality and it looks forward to Acts 6:1—-6, when the apostles called for the naming
of servers (deacons) so they (the apostles) could attend to the works of prayer and the ministry of
the word.
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PREPARATION

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 18, 2010
Biblical Hospitality

BEFORE THE LITURGY

B Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for July 18, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.

B Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

B Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

B Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS
Materials B Ask older children or other adults to prepare to proclaim the first two readings (optional).
ay Needed B Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response, THE
JUST WILL LIVE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD.

HOMILY/REFLECTION
B Prepare three children to act out the scene with Martha, Mary, and Jesus from the Gospel
reading.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

B Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC
B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/
tape player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

SECOND
READING

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

July 18, 2010

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We invite you to celebrate and listen to God’s word with your leader(s). Listen
carefully to lessons of Martha and Mary and make them your own. Go forth with the
love of this community. May God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit help you to
understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Seek Ye First” (Lafferty), refrain from “I Will Choose Christ” (Booth), other appropriate
liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space for the Liturgy
of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

help us to be children of hospitality,

making room for your Son Jesus in our hearts
and welcoming all those we meet in his name.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Genesis 18:1 — 10a

Psalm 15 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “The just will live in the presence of the Lord.”

Colossians 1:27-28

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 10:38—-42

When I am working on my computer, I do not like to be interrupted. I want to concentrate on what I am
doing. Use a different example if this does not match your experience. Then ask the children:

o What are some things you like to do without being interrupted?
e What are some of the things people do to interrupt or disturb you?

Some people can do two things at once. I can talk on the phone and watch TV.

e Do you ever do two things at once?

o Let’s say that you do your homework while you are watching a DVD. Which one do
you pay attention to more?

e How do you feel when you want to talk to someone or you want someone to listen to
you and they say, ‘“Not now I am busy,” or they just keep doing what they are doing
and do not pay any attention to you at all?
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LITURGY GUIDE for 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 18, 2010

PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

Even though some of us can do two things at once, we are not paying full attention to either of the two
things we are doing. We might miss something on our homework because we are paying attention to
the DVD, or the opposite can happen. When people do not listen to us or when they are focused on
something else and don’t pay attention to us, we feel bad. Sometimes we are the ones who do not pay
attention to our family members or friends and then we miss out.

Ask the three children whom you have prepared to act out the scene to come forward and role play
it as you say: In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus goes to visit his friends Martha and Mary. Martha
welcomes Jesus at the door. She tells him to come in. She gets him a seat and her sister Mary comes
in and welcomes Jesus and sits down at his feet. Jesus begins to talk to Mary. Martha goes into
another room. She is busy getting things ready to serve Jesus. She wants everything to look nice for
him so she sweeps the floor and checks the table. She is wondering if she will get all her chores done
and have any time to listen and talk to Jesus. She is beginning to get mad at her sister for not helping
her. So she goes back to Jesus and complains that Mary is not helping. But Jesus does not tell Mary
to help. He tells Martha that Mary made a good choice to keep him company and not pay attention to
anything else. Thank children who did the role play and have them go back to their places.

Martha was doing things to serve Jesus, wasn’t she? She was doing good things to make him feel
welcome. Maybe she was doing too many things. She wanted to have everything nice for Jesus but
she was missing out on being with him.

e What do you think Jesus was trying to tell Martha? (Have children respond and
summarize their responses, emphasizing that Jesus wants us to spend time with him. Jesus
wants us to focus on him and getting to know him. That is even more important than doing
a lot of things for him without getting to know him and becoming friends.)

Jesus is our guest every day. He lives in us. We welcome him into our homes. He lives in the people
we meet. But we can forget Jesus is here because we are so busy. Lots of times we are busy doing very
good things. We are sharing. We are being kind and generous. We help our families and friends and
sometimes we just forget to take some quiet time to listen to Jesus.

There are many ways we can be like Mary. We can take some quiet time at night and have a talk with
Jesus. We can read a Scripture story and think about it. We can pay really good attention to the prayers
we are saying at Mass. During the week, take some special alone time just for you and Jesus.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Loving God, we know that you provide for us and so we bring before you our prayers and needs. Show
a hand signal, and have the children repeat the response, O God, hear us, hear our prayer. Encourage
them to contribute prayer intercessions for those in need of their prayers.

Leader: For all those who are sick, that they will experience the healing power of God,
we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For all those who have lost their homes and are living in homeless shelters,
that they may be safe and taken care of, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the
children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.

256

Children’s Liturgy of the Word CELEBRATING THE LECTIONARY © 2009 Liturgy Training Publications

© COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL: This page is not authorized for multiple copies.



SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 25, 2010
Lord, Teach Us to Pray

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B The Lord’s Prayer is “the
fundamental Christian
prayer” and a “summary
of the whole Gospel”
(CCC 2759-2865).

W Prayer for others is
a characteristic of a heart
attuned to God’s mercy.
“Christian intercession
participates in Christ's,
as an expression of the
communion of saints.”
When we pray in
intercession we look not
only to our own interests,
but also those of others
and even those who do us
harm (CCC 2635).

B “The intercession of
Christians recognizes no
boundaries” (CCC 2636).

Genesis 18:20-32 It is unusual in Ordinary Time that the First Readings on consecutive
Sundays are successive readings in Scripture. Nevertheless, last Sunday we watched Abraham
receive the heavenly visitors and this Sunday, after skipping a few verses (Genesis 18:10-20), we
are again with Abraham and the Lord.

In the verses we skipped, God debated whether or not to tell Abraham of the coming destruc-
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, then finally decided to do so because Abraham was to become the
father of a great nation and would need to know how to instruct his descendents in justice. In what
follows, we learn about prayer of petition as Abraham haggles with God, bargaining as adroitly as
any buyer in a marketplace.

Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 This psalm of gratitude reminds us that in our best moments
there is still more to hope for and, in our worst, God is nearby, waiting for us to call. The psalm
invites us to recall and give thanks for all God has done for us, and to see the whole of it as just the
beginning, because God’s kindness endures forever.

Colossians 2:12-14 This very short reading summarizes the theology of Baptism. The read-
ers of this letter were adult converts to Christianity who had gone through serious preparation and
instruction before their Baptism. The author describes their pre-baptismal state as being “dead,”
implying that they were as powerless as those in the grave to do anything about being forgiven.
But, when Christ was crucified, God symbolically nailed the indictment against them to the cross,
eradicating their guilt. For this people, Baptism was redemption and union with Christ in his death
and Resurrection.

Luke 11:1-13 While both Matthew and Luke portray Jesus teaching this prayer, they do it in
very different settings. In Matthew, the prayer is found in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew
5-8). In Luke’s account, the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray “just as John taught his
disciples.” This reveals that it was a mark of a disciple to share the master’s style and life of prayer.
What could be more intimate than to enter into another’s relationship with God?

Luke’s version of the prayer is shorter and less polished than Matthew’s, suggesting that these
words might be closer to Jesus’ original teaching while Matthew’s account reflected the prayer as
it came to be used in the community’s celebration of eucharist. In addition, the instructions about
prayer that the two Evangelists record are very different. While Matthew emphasizes the dimen-
sion of humility and forgiveness, Luke underlines the need for asking with insistence.

According to Luke, immediately after giving his disciples an outline for their prayer, Jesus
offered two familiar examples to teach them about the frame of mind they should bring to it. In the
story of the seeker who goes out in the night, the inference is that prayer is meant for more than
personal requests. Just as the language of all of the petitions of Jesus’ prayer was in the plural, the
nuisance neighbor at the door is doing a double service to others. Not only is he or she trying to
obtain food for the hungry, but the praying disciple is awakening someone who has more than
necessary, but is willing to sleep peacefully while others are in need.

At the end of the teaching on prayer, Jesus spoke to his listeners about the One to whom they
were praying. As he said in the first word of the prayer, they were not approaching a mighty and
frightening king, but the God who is his Father and theirs. Thus, if they, in their own selfishness,
still strive to give good things to their children, so much more so would God.

In between the two everyday examples, Jesus summarized his teaching about prayer with an
instruction about seeking and finding. These two verses clarify what could be misunderstood from
the first example. Jesus is not indicating that God must be badgered into responding, but rather that
the more we ask the more open we will become to receiving the Spirit.

Today’s readings present us with Abraham as a model of prayer. As Abraham persisted in his
petition, he grew closer to God and in communion with people loved by God. Jesus invites us to
pray fervently so that we will encounter God as our Father and, as a result, receive the Holy Spirit
and become more committed others and to the coming of God’s kingdom.
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PREPARATION

17th Sunday in Ordinary time July 25, 2010

Lord, Teach Us to Pray

Materials m

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for July 25, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
LORD, ON THE DAY | CALLED FOR HELP, YOU ANSWERED ME.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 17th Sunday in Ordinary time July 25, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: We invite you to celebrate and listen to God’s word with your leader(s).
Listen carefully to Jesus’ words about prayer. Go forth with the love of this community.
May God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit help you to understand and live the
Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Seek Ye First” (Lafferty), refrain from “Loving an Forgiving” (Soper), other appropriate
liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space for the Liturgy
of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

open our hearts

to hear and understand your word.

Teach us to pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
your Son who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.

Children: Amen.

Genesis 18:20-32

Psalm 138 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.”

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 11:1-10

In today’s reading from the Gospel, one of Jesus’ disciples asks Jesus to teach them how to pray.

o Who remembers the first prayer they learned? (Have children share the prayers
they remember.)

e Who taught you to pray?

o If one of your friends did not know how to pray and he or she asked you to teach him
or her, what would you say?

Whatever you tell your friend, I bet you would tell him or her what you do. If you pray using your own
words, you would tell your friend to do that. If you only pray when you want to ask God for some-
thing, maybe that is what you would tell your friend. If you have a favorite prayer, you might teach
your friend that one.

When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, he used his own words. He told them that they could talk
directly to God the Father. In his prayer, Jesus praises the Father’s name and prays that the good things
he wants for us will happen. Jesus tells the disciples to pray for forgiveness and to pray that they will
not be tempted to do wrong. We call the prayer Jesus taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer.
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LITURGY GUIDE for 17th Sunday in Ordinary time July 25, 2010

PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

Explain that you are going to say each phrase of the Lord’s Prayer and then you will talk about it
together.

Our Father, who art in heaven. (Pause.)

o How does it feel to call God your Father? (Allow the children to respond from their
experience, which may be good or bad. Then explain that the word Jesus used was like
the word “Daddy,” and that he knew his Father really cared about him and was with him,
even though he was not right there. Emphasize that when we pray “Our Father” we
believe what Jesus said about the Father—that he knows us, loves us, and cares for us.)

Hallowed be thy name. (Pause.)

e Why do you think Jesus called God’s name “hallowed” or holy? (Allow children to
respond and summarize by emphasizing that we show respect and reverence for God’s
name because it is holy.)

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Pause.)

o Jesus kept telling people about God’s kingdom. What was it supposed to be like?
(After the children have responded, point out that God wants us to live in peace and
harmony; that is what God’s will is and every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we pray
that that will happen here, in our families, in our neighborhood, and in the whole world.

Give us this day our daily bread. (Pause.)

Explain that this phrase is very simple. When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we do not ask for a lot of
things. We do not pray for tomorrow or next year. Jesus shows us just to ask for what we need today.

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. (Pause.)

e (Can anyone tell us why this part of the prayer is a hard part? (Summarize children’s
responses and emphasize that what we are saying is that if we want God to forgive us, we
need to forgive others. We are saying that if we do not forgive others, we do not expect
God to forgive us.)

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. (Pause.)

o [ think this is an easier part of the prayer, what do you think? (Summarize the
children’s responses and emphasize that here we are trusting God to keep us safe from
sin and evil.)

The Lord’s Prayer is one of the best prayers because when we say it, we pray like Jesus did. Have the
children stand and pray the Lord’s Prayer together.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

God, our gracious and loving Father, we bring you our prayers and needs. Show a hand signal and
have the children repeat the response, O God, hear us, hear our prayer. Encourage them to contrib-
ute prayer intercessions for the coming of God’s kingdom.

Leader: For all those who are need of healing and forgiveness, that they will experience
God’s kingdom, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For all those who work for justice and the coming of God’s kingdom, we pray.
(Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 1, 2010
Teach Us to Number Our Days Aright

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

m If we know God and
he knows us, “then truly
the inexorable power
of material elements no
longer has the last word”
(SS 5).

B Action on behalf of justice
and participation in the
transformation of the
world are a constitutive
dimension of preaching
the Gospel (CU,
Introduction).

B “Humanity’s intellectual
nature finds at last its
perfection ... in
wisdom . . . .Our age,
more than any of the past,
needs such wisdom if all
humanity’s discoveries are
to be ennobled through
human effort. Indeed
the future of the world
stands in danger unless
wiser people are
forthcoming . . . .many
nations which are poorer
as far as material goods
are concerned, yet richer
in wisdom, can be of
the greatest advantage
to others” (GS 15).

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 The Book of Ecclesiastes derives its name from the Greek trans-
lation of Qoheleth, the Hebrew name of its author. The book is a reflection on what is valuable in
human life. From the beginning, the author indicates that real meaning is beyond the capacity of
humans to discover. Sadly, Qoheleth’s existential quest did not end any more happily than it began
and the final part of the book repeats the beginning, “Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity.”
Because “vanity” implies “emptiness,” Qoheleth seems to be presenting the idea that the life of
humans has no more discernable significance than that of animals, with the exception that we
actively seek meaning.

Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13 Psalm 90 is classified as a lament, the category of psalm that
makes up about a third of the entire Psalter. Rather than being simple complaints, psalms of lament
generally follow a pattern of calling on God, expressing the people’s complaint and pleading for
deliverance. They conclude with professions of faith in God’s goodness.

In the beginning, this psalm echoes the lament of Qoheleth: all is vanity; we are but dust in the
light of God’s eternity. Nevertheless, the psalmist offers hope that we can learn to understand more:
“Teach us to number our days aright, / that we may gain wisdom of heart.” While the speaker /
preacher of Ecclesiastes never got to that point, at the end of the psalm, rather than mourn because
all our days are sorrow and grief, we pray that God will “prosper the work of our hands.”

More important than the request for prosperity is the request of our third stanza: “Teach us to
number our days aright.” When we make that our key desire, the lament of the first part becomes
transformed into the request to “[f]ill us at daybreak with your kindness.” In this, the psalmist is
again going beyond the “wisdom” of Qoheleth and opening himself to the wisdom of God which
goes beyond anything a philosopher can discover.

Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 This is the last of our series of readings from the Letter to the
Colossians. As the letter ends, we again hear its core theme: Christ is all in all.

As we read this passage, we recall that in preparing for Baptism, the Colossians had contem-
plated the meaning of Christ’s Resurrection. They chose Baptism as a way to unite themselves to
him. As we saw before, even with solid preparation and full dedication, the conversion entailed in
Baptism was a process, not a once-for-all transformation. Therefore, they are constantly being
called to remember and rededicate themselves to the implications of their commitment.

When they are told to “[p]ut to death . . . the parts of you that are earthly,” that is not an admoni-
tion to escape the reality of the world, but rather to understand it in light of where it is all going—to
see and be committed to the way everything fits together under, in, with, and through Christ. Then
they can be new people who have overcome the distinctions of nationality, religious, or social back-
ground, or any other category that would make them less than faithful images of their Creator.

Luke 12:13-21 Today’s Gospel passage is another episode unique to the Gospel according to
Luke. The set-up for Jesus’ teaching is a request from “someone” for Jesus to intervene in a family
feud. Just as he avoided taking sides in Martha’s complaint about Mary, Jesus again used an argu-
ment as the springboard to invite the people in question to a far deeper level of deliberation.

The vocabulary in the parable of the rich fool gives a clue about the man’s key problem. In the
space of three verses in which he contemplates his future (vv. 16—19), the wealthy man refers to
himself ten times without ever mentioning any other person, much less God. In introducing this
parable, Jesus warned against “greed.” The Greek word he used for “greed” has the implication not
just of a desire for more, but of basing one’s security on material possessions. As Qoheleth wrote,
that is nothing more than vanity.

Today’s readings invite us to follow the psalmist in praying to understand more than what we
can easily observe in life. As we pray “Teach us to number our days aright,” we are asking to go
beyond philosophy, competition, and materialism. When we pray that, we are expressing our hope
that we may learn with the Colossians how to allow God to work in us, constantly renewing us in
the image of our God our Creator.
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PREPARATION

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 1, 2010
Teach Us to Number Our Days Aright

Materials m

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for August 1, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
HAPPY ARE ALL WHO LONG FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD.

HOMILY/REFLECTION

Bring one of your personal “treasures.”
Be prepared to share a story about a time something you were planning did not work out.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC
B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape

player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 1, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: My dear children, you go forth with your leader(s) to hear God’s word and to
think about what you most need to do to follow God’s plan. May God the Father, and the
Son, and the Holy Spirit help you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Open My Eyes” (Manibusan), “Soon and Very Soon” (Crouch), other appropriate liturgical
music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space for the Liturgy of the
Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

open our hearts to your word

that we may live as your children

and choose to be followers of your Son
today and every day.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Colossians 3:1-4

RESPONSORIAL Psalm 147 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
PSALM refrain, “Happy are all who long for the coming of the Lord.”
GOSPEL Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.
ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL Luke 12:16-21
HOMILY/ Show children the “treasure” you have brought with you. Tell the story of your treasure. Talk about
REFLECTION why you treasure it and how you take care of it. If appropriate, share what you plan to do with it or
whether you are going to add to it. Then begin a conversation about children’s treasures, using the
following conversation starters:
o How many of you have a treasure? (Invite 2—3 volunteers to explain their treasure.)
e Do any of you have more than one treasure? (You might use examples of things children
collect, such as cars, stuffed animals, or dolls.)
e What are some of the things you might do to get more treasures?
We all have treasures and we take care of them. Sometimes we want more and more of them. Maybe
some of you have collected so many treasures that you mom or dad said, “Okay there is too much
stuff here. We have to clean some of it up and get rid of it.”
e How would or did you feel if that happened?
e Why is it hard to give up our treasures?
Most of us would be sad to let go of our treasures. We want to keep them forever.
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LITURGY GUIDE for 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 1, 2010

PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

In today’s reading from the Gospel, we heard about a man who treasured his crops. He wanted to keep
them all so he would have enough for the future. He even built more buildings to store his crops.
Wouldn’t it be something if you were able to build more rooms in your home to store all your things?

o Who remembers why the man wanted to store all his crops?

The man wanted to enjoy himself, didn’t he? He was planning on leading a long life and he wanted to
be sure he would have enough stuff. His plans did not work out the way he thought they were going to.

Share a story with the children about a time something you were planning did not work out because
something happened. If there is time, ask children to share similar experiences.

The man did not know that he was going to die and he would not be able to enjoy a long life.

e What lesson do you think Jesus was trying to teach the people when he told this
story? (Summarize the children’s responses and emphasize that Jesus was teaching us
that all the treasures we have, all our stuff, is not important. If we have treasures what is
important is how we use them. Do we share them with other? Are we grateful for what we
have? Or are we always asking for more?)

At the end of the story, Jesus says that God tells the man he is going to die that day. God has different
plans for the man. We do not have to worry about the future because even when bad things happen
we know we can trust God and God always shows us his goodness. When we meet God, he won’t be
interested in all our stuff, or if we are rich or poor. He will not care where we live or how important
we are. God will be interested to see a different kind of treasure. He will want to see the treasure of
our good deeds. God will want to know how many loving actions we stored up each day. God will
count how many times we forgave people who were unkind to us. God will ask us how often we
shared with others.

e What else do you think God will want to see or hear from us?
Let’s take a few minutes and think quietly about how we can store up some good deeds this week.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

God, our gracious and loving Father, knowing that you hear us and care for us, we place before you
our prayers for one another. Show a hand signal and have the children repeat the response, Lord,
hear our prayer. Encourage them to contribute prayer intercessions for those in need of knowing
God’s presence and love.

Leader: For those we live with that we may show them the kindness of God, we pray.
(Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For children around the world who do not have doctors or nurses to help them
when they are sick, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 8, 2010

The Living Faith of our Ancestors

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B “Faith is not merely
a personal reaching
out . ...Itgives us even
now something of the
reality we are waiting
for . .. .Faith draws the
future into the present”
(SS7).

B Motivated by faith,
the Church seeks to
understand the authentic
signs of God's presence
and purpose in the
happenings, needs, and
desires of the people of
our age. For faith throws
a new light on everything
(GS 11).

B Faith in the word of God
brings obedience, the
attitude of a servant, the
loving commitment of a
child. It participates in the
“Yes" of the Son and the
fiat of Mary (CCC 2716).

B Through the apostolic
Tradition, the Church
discerned which writings
would be in the collection
of sacred books, known as
the canon of Scripture
(CCC 120).

Wisdom 18:6-9 The Book of Wisdom was probably the last book in the Old Testament to be
written. While the author of Wisdom is unknown, he is identified as Solomon, which, rather than
being misleading, was a characteristic way for an anonymous ancient writer to assert his authority.
This book, along with a few others, is part of the Roman Catholic canon of Scripture, while
Protestants accept Wisdom as “inspirational,” but not an official part of the Bible.

The purpose of the Book of Wisdom is to praise Wisdom, and, in the section we hear this
Sunday, to encourage Jewish people living in a Greek atmosphere to remain faithful to their tradi-
tion when some of their companions were accepting beliefs and customs that might have seemed
more sophisticated, but were not true to their faith tradition. Retelling history to shed light on cur-
rent problems, this reading reminds the people that they can imitate their ancestors’ faithfulness
and trust in God’s promises (oaths) to them.

Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22 Our prayer begins with the first verse of Psalm 33 and then
skips to the twelfth. What comes in between is praise, recalling the wondrous works of God. The
prayer goes on to proclaim the joy people can feel in the present, knowing God watches over the
reverent (those who fear him) and delivers them. As our psalm prayer began with praise, it ends
with a pledge of patient hope, a hope that is valid because God is worthy of our trust.

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 On the next few Sundays we will hear from chapters 11 and 12 of
the Letter to the Hebrews. Like the author of the Book of Wisdom, the unknown author of Hebrews
thought the people were in danger of losing their faith, this time through indifference. The Letter
to the Hebrews is more of a homily than a letter, its major purpose being to give a “message of
encouragement” (13:22).

In the context of that encouragement, our selection begins with one of the most well-known
maxims in scripture: “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.”
The author elaborates that description of faith by reminding the people of their ancestors in faith.
Our liturgical reading omits references to Abel, Enoch, and Noah, and goes directly to the story of
Abraham’s exemplary faith.

In an age when fundamentalism is rampant, some people may confuse faith with dogma or
certainty. What we could easily overlook in the story of Abraham is that his faith first led him into
what we might consider to be confusion or uncertainty. Believing God was working something out
for him, Abraham went out, not knowing where he was going. He “sojourned” or lived where he
was a foreigner without a permanent dwelling.

After contemplating Abraham’s journey of faith, we can return to the author’s original state-
ment and see that the description of faith was not an intellectual definition but the summary of an
approach to life. Like the people in the First Reading, people of faith trust God’s word even though
his promise is yet to be fulfilled—they go out, ready to sojourn, to become lost to their own plans
as they become more involved in God’s promised future. Saint Francis of Assisi is remembered to
have said: “Preach the Gospel always, when necessary, use words.” The faith of Abraham this
reading encourages us to develop is like that. This faith is an attitude toward life that frees us to
leave our certainty and comfort behind, trusting what God has to offer is “more than all we ask or
imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).

Luke 12:32-48 Today’s Gospel follows directly on last week’s. Jesus ended his story about
the rich man warning about the danger of storing up treasure for ourselves instead of looking for
what is meaningful in God’s eyes. Immediately after that, says Luke, Jesus directed a series of
teachings to his disciples. Although Jesus does not indicate that he is teaching about faith, the
instructions we hear today follow what our previous readings have taught. Just like the Hebrews in
Egypt who believed God was preparing their Passover, Jesus calls us to abandon fear because the
Father is offering us a share in his kingdom. As Jesus talks about our treasure and our heart,
today’s readings remind us that faith is an attitude of heart that frees us from whatever would
encumber us. It reminds us that we have been entrusted with much and have much to live up to.
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PREPARATION

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 8, 2010
The Living Faith of Our Ancestors

Materials

Needed
SN

BEFORE THE LITURGY

B Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for August 8, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.

B Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

B Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

B Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

B Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).

B Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER.

HOMILY/REFLECTION

B Mount pictures (from magazines or newspapers) of the following on individual pieces of
cardboard or poster board: a person at prayer, a person or group helping the hungry or home-
less, a person or people sharing, a person showing forgiveness, and a person showing kindness
to another.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

B Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
B Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC
B Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 8, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: My dear children, you go forth with your leader(s)to hear God’s word. Listen
for what you most need to do to be ready for Jesus’ coming. May God the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Spirit help you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing Refrain from either “My Lord Will Come Again” (Haas) or “Christ, Be Our Light” (Farrell),
other appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the
space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

send your Holy Spirit

to help us hear and understand your word,
and guide our actions.

We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.

Children: Amen.

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8—12

RESPONSORIAL Psalm 143 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
PSALM refrain, “O Lord, hear my prayer.”
GOSPEL Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.
ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL Luke 12:35-40
HOMILY/ Today’s reading from the Gospel helps us think about being ready for Jesus to come. We get ready for
REFLECTION a lot of things.
o What are some things you get ready for? (Make a list of the things the children suggest.)
This morning all of us got ready for Church.
e What did you do this morning to get ready?
e Did anyone else do things to help you get ready?
e What did you or someone else have to do before this morning so you could be ready to
come to Church this morning?
Go back to the list of children’s suggestions and choose one or two of them, and talk about what had
to be done ahead of time to get ready. Emphasize that being ready involves preparation and plan-
ning. Point out that “being ready” does not happen spontaneously.
All the things we’ve talked about are things we know are going to happen and we know when they
are going to happen.
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LITURGY GUIDE for 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 8, 2010

PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

e What about being ready for a surprise?
e What has to happen so we are ready when we have a surprise test at school or when
someone surprises our family at dinner time and wants to stay for dinner?

Emphasize that being ready for these things still involves preparation and planning but it also means
we have to be ready ahead of time. For example, in the case of a test, that we cannot wait for the last
minute or until something happens to study.

In today’s reading from the Gospel, Jesus reminds his followers that they need to be ready when he
comes again. We believe Jesus will come again in glory. No one knows when that will be. It will be
a surprise. We do not know when we will meet Jesus face to face, but we want to be ready.

e What are some things we can do every day to get ready for the time when Jesus
comes again?

e What kinds of questions do you think Jesus might ask us when he comes back?
(Have the children respond and affirm their answers.)

One by one, display and talk about each of the pictures you have prepared as you state the question
that goes with the picture. Ask children to give examples and offer some suggestions.

o Have you prayed every day? (Suggestion: Plan a special time or place for daily prayer
such as when you wake up or when you get in the car or on the school bus and say a short
prayer, such as, “Jesus thank you for being with me.”)

e Have you helped those who are hungry or homeless? (Offer suggestions of how the
children might do this, such as putting some money, even if it is just a little, in the church
poor box.)

e Do you share what God has given you with others? (Offer a suggestion how the children
might do this, such as by reading a story to a younger sister or brother.)

e Did you forgive those who hurt you? (Do a kind action for someone who hurt you.)

e Were you kind and helpful to others even if you did not like them? (Go out of your way
to smile at people or help them in some way.)

We all want to be ready when Jesus comes again. We look forward to it. We believe all God’s prom-
ises will come true for those who are ready. What will you do this week to get ready?

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

God, our gracious and loving Father, we place before your listening heart our prayers for one another.
Show a hand signal and have the children repeat the response, Lord, hear our prayer. Encourage
them to contribute prayer intercessions for those who are getting ready to meet God.

Leader: For all those who are seriously sick, that they will know that God is with them,
we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For the families of those who have died in war, that they will be comforted, we
pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

August 15, 2010

The Almighty Has Done Great Things for Me

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Holy Day of Obligation,
the Scriptures remind us of the
Church’s Tradition as expressed
in Roman Catholic teaching:

B The Assumption “is a feast

of her [Mary’s] destiny of
fullness and blessedness”
(MC®6).

B The Magnificat is the song

of the pilgrim Church,

which draws its inspiration

from the life of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The
Magnificat also teaches
us of the Church'’s

responsibility for the poor;

we are instruments of
God's goodness in the
world through acts of
social justice (RM 35-37).

B The dogma of the

Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary states that
Mary's assumption is

“a singular participation in
her Son’s Resurrection and

an anticipation of the
resurrection of other

Christians” (CCC 966, 974).

Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab To understand the apocalyptic imagery of this read-
ing, a brief look at the Book of Isaiah is helpful. In the final chapters of the Isaian corpus, the city
of Jerusalem is portrayed as a woman who is in need, or pregnant and about to give birth (see
Isaiah 60:1-22; 62:1-12; 65:17-25; 66:7-14). These passages depict God bringing blessing and
hope to a city and a people awaiting God’s transforming grace.

The Scripture passage from Revelation for this feast draws on these images from Isaiah to pres-
ent Israel (the woman) who is about to give birth to her Messiah. Threatening this situation of
blessing is the dragon (the devil, the forces of evil), whose intention is to crush the work and power
of the Messiah. The birth of the Messiah brings forth the new community of Israel, the Church.
We can see how the Church has used this text to express the mystery of the unique place in salva-
tion history of Mary as the mother of the Messiah. With her crown of twelve stars, alluding to the
twelve tribes of Israel, we see how this passage also suggests Mary’s unique place in relation to the
Church which comes from the roots of Israel.

Underlying this passage is the cosmic battle between the forces of good and evil at work in the
world. As we celebrate the feast of Mary’s Assumption, we witness one whose willingness to fol-
low God’s will enables her to take hold of God’s grace in the way that every Christian hopes will
come to them in their fight against the powers of evil (see Ephesians 6:10-17).

Psalm 45:10, 11, 12, 16 Psalm 45 is often called a royal or messianic Psalm. It depicts the
joy and blessing of a royal wedding. The first half of the Psalm describes the king (vv. 2—10), while
the second half (vv. 11-18) tells of the queen who is to become the bride. The verses of today’s
Responsorial Psalm come from the second half.

The imagery used for the liturgy describes the king’s new bride coming to take her place within
the palace. The liturgy for the Assumption of Mary depicts her entry into the heavenly palace,
already sharing in the grace of Christ’s Resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:20-27 This reading helps us see the mystery of the feast we celebrate. The
passage tells of the plan of salvation running its course through human history. According to Saint
Paul, this plan of God will not have run its full course until all powers of evil have been subjected
to the reign of Christ, the power of the kingdom of God made manifest on the earth and in all its
inhabitants. Christ’s Resurrection is the first fruit, the perfect and total offering, which God accepts
and blesses with new and abundant life. This new life is the bodily Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.
All who belong to Christ can look forward to that same blessing and grace, the hope of eternal life.

The whole of 1 Corinthians 15 is Paul’s treatise on the Resurrection. This feast celebrates Mary
as a first recipient of the promises of Christ’s Resurrection. The message of this text is one of hope,
looking to the bodily resurrection in which each of us hopes to participate, as sharers in the prom-
ise of Christ.

Luke 1:39-56 The text of Mary’s Magnificat takes on a special meaning in its use for this feast
of her Assumption and particularly when we understand its roots in the Old Testament. If we read the
prayer of Hanna in 1 Samuel 2:1-10, we see remarkable similarities of vocabulary, imagery, and
social context which help us to appreciate Mary’s prayer in the Gospel according to Luke. There
are two themes which dominate Mary’s Magnificat: God’s actions and Mary’s exuberant praise.

First, the Magnificat proclaims what God has done in the life of his humble servant. Mary, who
sees herself as a lowly servant, has been lifted up and exalted by the goodness of God. To affirm the
way of the humble, God routs the arrogant, dethrones rulers, and empties the pockets of the rich. At
the same time, this powerful God exalts the lowly, fills the hungry with good things, and manifests
his faithful love to the descendants of Abraham. Second, Mary’s song lifts up exuberant praise of
God’s goodness for the way it has touched her life. God’s “arm of strength” is the reason for Mary’s
praise and gratitude. The example of Mary invites us to create our own Magnificat, expressing the
ways in which God has touched our lives with both tender mercy and powerful salvation.
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PREPARATION

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary August 15, 2010
The Almighty Has Done Great Things For Me

Materials m
Needed

RSN

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for August 15, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a white cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Weekdays, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider
to pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask older children or other adults to prepare to proclaim the first two readings (optional).
Note: On this solemnity, the first and second readings in the Lectionary for Masses with
Children differ from the Lectionary used in the main assembly.

Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD FOR EVER. or THE ALMIGHTY HAS DONE
GREAT THINGS FOR ME, AND HOLY IS HIS NAME. Note: These two options, along with
the option for using “Alleluia” as the refrain for Psalm 113, are given in the Lectionary for
Masses with Children. These options for the Responsorial Psalm differ from the Responsorial
Psalm in Lectionary used in the main assembly (Psalm 45:10, 11, 12, 16).

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

SECOND
READING

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: My dear children, you go forth with your leader(s) to hear God’s word and to
listen to Mary’s song and make it your own. May God the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit help you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Hail Mary, Gentle Woman” (Landry), “I Say ‘Yes, My Lord”/*Digo ‘Si’, Sefior” (Pefia),
other appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the
space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

God of great blessings,

bless us with open hearts

to listen and understand the message
of your word today and

to follow Mary’s example of holiness.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Isaiah 9:2—-3a, 6—7a or Zechariah 2:14-15

Psalm 113 or Luke 1 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible
using the refrain, “Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever” or “Alleluia” with Psalm 113 or “The
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name” if using Luke 1. Note: These options
for the Responsorial Psalm differ from the Lectionary used in the main assembly.

Acts 1:12—-13a, 14 or Ephesians 1:3-6

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 1:39-56

Today is the solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Let’s see how much you already
know about Mary. Either invite the children to volunteer facts or ask the following questions to elicit
answers.

Who were Mary’s parents? (Joachim and Anna)

What was her husband’s name? (Joseph)

Who asked her to be the Mother of Jesus, the mother of God? (Angel Gabriel, God)
What was the name of Mary’s cousin? (Elizabeth)

Did Jesus ever do anything to cause his mother, Mary, to be afraid? (He got lost in
the Temple.)

Mary was very special to God. When the angel Gabriel came to ask her to be Jesus’ mother, he told
her God’s favor was on her. In today’s reading from the Gospel, Elizabeth tells Mary the same thing:
God has blessed her.
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

Mary was a very special person. I know some special people. Mention 3—4 people you know who
exhibit caring and kindness to others.

o Who are some special people you know? Tell us why they are special.
e What is special about you?
o Who thinks you are special?

God thinks all of us are very special. We are all special because from the beginning of our lives, God
lives in us. Sometimes we think people are special because they are good looking, smart, or rich, but
God looks for other things.

God thought Mary was very special because she wanted to do his will. He chose her to be the mother
of his Son. God would not just pick anyone, would he? Your parents are probably picky when they
choose people who will take care of you. They want someone special. So did God for his Son.

In today’s reading from the Gospel, Mary’s cousin Elizabeth knows how special Mary is. She tells
Mary that God has blessed her more than anyone else. Mary is so happy that she sings a song of praise
and thanks to God.

God has blessed each of us, too. He gave us our lives, our families, our friends, and a chance to know
Jesus. Some of us have other special gifts. Maybe we are smart or we can play a musical instrument.
Maybe we have a lot of courage or are always kind and generous. Whatever it is, each of us is very
blessed and special to God.

Mary did not get a big head or say, “Yes, I am wonderful,” when Elizabeth told her how blessed she was.
And she did not say, “Oh, no, I am not that good.” No, she sang a song of praise to God. One of the
reasons Mary was so special was that she did not forget that all of her gifts and all of her blessings came
from God. I am going to ask you to stand and together we will say and act out a prayer of praise like
Mary’s. Say the words and do the gestures slowly so children can repeat the words and do the actions.

My heart (Point to heart.)

praises God. (Lift arms and hands high.)

I am so happy (Smile noticeably.)

that God is my Savior. (Cross hands over chest.)

He cares for me (Give yourself a hug.)

He has done great things for me (Extend arms and hands out wide.)

His name is holy. (Bring arms back and clasp hands in front of you and bow.)

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

God, you listen to all our wants and give us all we need and so we place before you our prayers for one
another. Show a hand signal and have the children repeat the response, Lord, hear our prayer. Encourage
them to contribute prayer intercessions for God’s blessings on those who are in need of them.

Leader: That God will bless all those who have helped us come to know him, we pray.
(Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: That God will bless those who are sad and lonely, we pray. (Show the hand signal
and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 22, 2010
God'’s Love Is Universal

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B The mission of the
Redeemer is still only
beginning; there is an
urgent need for
missionary activity
today (MR 1).

B “The word ‘catholic’
means ‘universal’”
(CCC 830).

B The Church is catholic
because Christ is present
in her and “she has been
sent out by Christ on
a mission to the whole
of the human race'”
(CCcC831).

B “The universality of
salvation means that it is
granted not only to those
who explicitly believe in
Christ. Since salvation is
offered to all, it must be
made concretely available
to all” (MR 10).

B “Christ not only
proclaimed the kingdom
but in him the kingdom
itself became present and
was fulfilled . . . The
Church is ordered to the

kingdom of God” (MR 18).

1. (Cf. Mt 28:19)

Isaiah 66:18-21 This is the second time in recent months that we have heard from this
chapter of the Book of Isaiah. Whereas in the passage we heard on the fourteenth Sunday (Isaiah
66:10—14) the returned exiles were encouraged to rejoice at how God would rebuild their city and
community, this reading emphasizes the people’s vocation to the rest of the world.

As the plan of God is revealed here, it becomes clear that Israel is called, not just for her own
sake, but for the sake of the world. Missionaries will go out with the energy of “fugitives” to places
as far away as Spain (Tarshish), Africa (Put and Lud), the area of the Black Sea (Tubal) and the
Ionian Islands (Javan). Like the servant of Isaiah 42:6, the people are to be a light to the nations.

Psalm 117:1, 2 This brief psalm says all that is ever necessary. Let all the world praise the
God whose love is strong and whose faithfulness endures forever!

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 As the author of the letter to the Hebrews, which is more akin to
a homily, continues to exhort the people to faithfulness, we encounter one of the key problems faced
by people of faith. They seem to be of the opinion that if they were God’s chosen ones, they would
be free from suffering. In that, they surely forgot the example of Jesus who “learned obedience
from what he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).

The advice to learn from suffering is also an antidote to the idea that all suffering is a result of
original sin. The idea the author is presenting is that suffering can be a part of the process of salva-
tion, but one has to look for what God wants to teach us through it.

Luke 13:22-30 Since the Solemnity of the Assumption fell on a Sunday this year, we heard
proclaimed the passage from the Gospel according to Luke in which Jesus’ preaching has become
more urgent. This passage marks a transition. After the “do not be afraid” of 12:32, the Gospel for
the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time would have begun with the line: “I have come to set the
earth on fire” (12:49). As Jesus makes his way to Jerusalem, the time is growing short and his
message more intense.

Now, as he goes preaching through towns and villages, someone asks if only a few people will
be saved. Typically, Jesus does not directly answer the question put to him. Rather than talk about
the actual number of people who might be saved, Jesus refocuses the matter so that it becomes
immediate and personal to his audience. Although he doesn’t identify the “narrow gate” to which
he is referring, it is clear that going through it is anything but effortless. The word translated as
“strive” can also be try your hardest or “make every effort.” Even if his images are enigmatic,
Jesus is indicating that salvation is not only God’s free gift, but involves considerable efforts on our
part if we are to persevere in faith.

At the time that this took place there were a variety of opinions about who would be saved. Some
teachers believed that the entire Jewish people would experience salvation; the Essenes thought that
it would only be a remnant of faithful people. Jesus’ response seems to have cut two ways. In one
phrase, “many will try and not be able,” he seems to indicate that the number will be few. But later
he says “people will come from the east and the west, and from the north and the south,” calling
to mind the universal salvation described in Isaiah 25:6 where “all peoples” will enjoy the feast
God has prepared for them.

It seems that Jesus is teaching that many will be saved, but that the time is short. While some claim
to have eaten with him and heard his teaching, his reply indicates that a shared meal does not equal
communion and hearing his message does not necessarily mean they took it to heart. In the end, Jesus
is warning them that it is time for a decision. He is on the way to Jerusalem where he will die and
rise. Now is the time to decide if they are with him or against him because soon it will be too late.

Today’s First Reading and Gospel come together to remind us that performing the correct ritu-
als or belonging to the right faith will not assure us of salvation. Rather, God’s salvation is a free
gift that is offered to all. If our faith gives us an advantage, it also gives us a mission. There is no
time to waste; there is no nation or sect that is disqualified. It will take all our effort to stretch
ourselves sufficiently to share God’s welcome to the Lord’s table of salvation with all people.
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PREPARATION

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 22, 2010
God'’s Love Is Universal

Materials n

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for August 22, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).

Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
O LORD, GREAT PEACE HAVE THEY WHO LOVE YOUR LAW. Note: This Responsorial
Psalm differs from the one in Lectionary for the main assembly.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUSIC

Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/tape
player and instrumental music (optional).
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PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: My dear children, you will now go forth with your leader(s) to hear God’s
word. Listen carefully to hear today’s message about God’s bountiful love. May God the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit help you to understand and live the Good News.
Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing “Though the Mountains May Fall” (Schutte), “All Are Welcome” (Haugen), other appropriate
liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space for the Liturgy
of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Living God,

send your Spirit

to fill us with grace and

open our hearts to respond to your word
so that we may grow as your children.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Hebrews 12:5a, 67, 11

RESPONSORIAL Psalm 119 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
PSALM refrain, “O Lord, great peace have they who love your law.” Note: This Responsorial Psalm differs
from the one in the Lectionary for the main assembly.
GOSPEL Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.
ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL Luke 13:22-30
HOMILY/ It will help children enter into the reflection if you lead by telling two stories from your own life about
REFLECTION places you did and didn’t get to go and why. The first experience should describe a time where you
got to go some place because you “deserved” to go there. The second should describe a time when
you didn’t get to go somewhere you wanted to because you didn’t “deserve” to go. For example, per-
haps you got to go on a special trip with your friend because you had been such a good friend to him
or her, or maybe you did not get to go to the circus with a friend or family member because you did
not save your money.
o How many of you have ever hoped you would be able to go to a party, a trip, or some
other special event and you got to go?
e Did you have to do anything to get to go?
o Were there others who wanted to go who did not get to go?
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PROFESSION
OF FAITH

PRAYER OF
THE FAITHFUL

In today’s Gospel reading, the people who were listening to Jesus asked him, “Will only a few be
saved?” I wonder why they asked that question.

e Does anyone have any ideas about what they might be thinking about?

o How many of you think the people who asked the question wanted to be saved?
(Ask for a show of hands.)

o How many of you want to go to heaven? (Ask for a show of hands.)

We are going to be very quiet for a few minutes. I want you to think about why you think you should
go to heaven. Give children 1-2 minutes to reflect. Then go around the group and have children share
their answers. Allow children who do not want to speak to pass.

We have heard all our reasons, but even if we think we have a good reason to go to heaven, we do not
know what God thinks. God might agree with us or he might not. The people who were talking to
Jesus were wondering if everyone would go to heaven or just a few. Maybe they thought it was pretty
hard to follow Jesus and they wondered if they really had to love their enemies or forgive people over
and over. Maybe they hoped they could get into heaven even if they did not help the poor. I think they
wanted Jesus to say: “Everyone will be saved.” But he didn’t. He told them it would not be that easy.

o How many of you have two doors or two ways to get in your house?

Sometimes there is one door or entrance that is only for family and close friends. That is the kind of
door Jesus is talking about when he says that we should try to come in the “narrow” door. It’s the door
for good friends. In the story Jesus tells, he says the owner will not let people he does not know in.

o Who knows you the best?
e How did they get to know you?
o How does God know you are his follower?

God will know we are his followers if we do the things Jesus taught us, such as loving our enemies,
forgiving people even when we do not want to, and going out of our way to help those in need. God
knows us if we love others and show it, not just some of the time, but most of the time. God knows us
if we love his Son Jesus, believe in him, and follow his example of loving others. If we do, we do not
have to worry about going to heaven. God will let us in the “narrow” door.

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

God, our gracious and loving Father, we confidently place our prayers before you. Show a hand signal
and have the children repeat the response, Lord, hear our prayer. Encourage them to contribute
prayer intercessions for the needs of their family members and friends.

Leader: For children who want to be God’s friends, that they will grow in their love for
God and others, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For the Church, that it will be a sign of love to all, we pray. (Show the hand signal
and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time August 29, 2010

Practicing Humility

Connections to
Church Teaching
and Tradition

This Sunday, the Scriptures
remind us of the Church’s
Tradition as expressed

in Roman Catholic teaching:

B Humility is “the
foundation of prayer.”
We are beggars before
God (CCC 2559).

H " ...thechurch,
equipped with the gifts of
its founder and faithfully
observing his precepts of
charity, humility and
self-denial, receives the
mission of proclaiming
and establishing among
all peoples the kingdom
of Christ and of God
and is, on earth, the seed
and the beginning of that
kingdom” (LG 5).

B Humility is the virtue
which stands in contrast
to pride and arrogance.
Humility allows us to
recognize that we and the
world we live in are gifts
of God, the Creator of all
that is good (“Humility,”
CCC Glossary).

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 Sirach is another of the books classified as “deuterocanonical,”
meaning that it is recognized as Sacred Scripture by Catholics but not by Jews or Protestants. The
introduction to the book indicates that it was the teaching of the author’s Jewish grandfather,
translated into Greek. Like the Book of Wisdom, Sirach reminds the Jews living in a Greek cul-
tural milieu of the wealth of their tradition. It is a rich collection of proverbs and maxims, not all
of which would be deemed acceptable in modern times (Sirach 25).

Our reading skips over some verses that deepen the concepts summarized in the straightforward
message that we do hear. One which would go well with today’s Gospel is verse 19: “For great is
the power of God; / by the humble he is glorified.”

Psalm 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11 Our prayer today chooses six verses from a thirty-six verse psalm,
and in so doing, gives it a keen focus of praise for the God who cares for the poor.

The opening line of our psalm refers to the “just.” In the thought of the time, justice was a style
of action, not a rule of law; it had to do with right relationships. Activities that were called just were
not juridically determined, but were actions on behalf of others that increased the quality of rela-
tionships. Justice was considered to be especially due to lowly people; going beyond reciprocity, it
was an expression of compassion.

Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a This last selection that we will hear from the letter to the
Hebrews is part of a theological summary of the entire letter. In this, the author/preacher is remind-
ing the people of the joy and promise of their Christian calling. The God they have come to know
in Jesus is not a god who descends in fire and thunderous noise, but rather the God whose judgment
brings everyone to perfection. No longer are people trapped in an age of bloody sacrifice and cries
for vengeance; they are now reconciled through the blood of Christ.

Luke 14:1, 7-14 As this scene opens, it is clear that the dinner will not turn out to be a feast
in which everyone enjoys one another. First, we hear that it was the Sabbath, and although our
reading skips over the event, Jesus starts out by healing a man in front of the other guests who
“were observing him carefully,” or, in other words, watching him with hostility.

It appears that Jesus, too, was observing everything carefully as he noticed how the guests jock-
eyed for positions at the table. (Were they striving to get closer to the host or further from Jesus and
the man with dropsy?) In such a highly charged setting, it seems surprising that Jesus would choose
to teach about table manners, guest lists, and how to avoid being embarrassed. But, if we study the
language of verse 11, we will understand that this passage is about much more than etiquette.

When Jesus says “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,” he is not simply referring to
the relationship between guest and host. In the first half of the phrase, the exalting is done by
people on their own behalf; they have determined their relative importance in the group. In the
second half of the sentence, the passive voice, “will be humbled,” is a respectful way of referring
to what God is going to do. Thus, Jesus is not talking about politeness, but God’s evaluation of
human attitudes and actions.

In a society that often evaluated people on the basis of their social stature and bodily well-
being, Jesus’ suggestion that the guests invite outcasts to dine was absurd. Why would anyone want
to be identified with the most despised members of society? The uncomfortable answer was in their
own tradition: God has a special care for the poor. Those who invite the lowly can only be repaid
by God.

Sometimes we are tempted to equate humility with low self-esteem. These readings disavow that
definition and instead offer a new meaning based on faith and action. The humility described by
Sirach recognizes that only the humble are free enough of themselves to receive God’s self-revelation.
The psalm reiterates God’s unique concern for any and everyone in need. Finally, the Gospel
depicts Jesus as the humble teacher who led the way in associating with the poor, thus fleshing out
the image of the God about whom he preached. We are called to humbly strive to do likewise.
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PREPARATION

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time August 29, 2010

Practicing Humility

Materials m

o, Needed ]

BEFORE THE LITURGY

Read the Season Background for Ordinary Time in Summer, the Scripture readings, and the
Scripture Background for August 29, 2010. Communicate with the lectors about the readings.
Place a green cloth on the prayer table or lectern. Place a candle and other seasonal environ-
ment near the prayer table. Have matches or a candle lighter nearby.

Note: According to Directory for Masses with Children, with consent of the pastor, the liturgist
discerns which readings, how many, and how many verses are best suited for the group, as long
as a reading from the Gospel is always proclaimed. Using Lectionary for Masses with Children
is optional, and it may vary from the Lectionary used in the main assembly. Adapt for the
needs of the children. Bookmark the selected readings in Lectionary for Masses with
Children, Year C, or a Bible, and place the book in a convenient location for the presider to
pick up when sending the children forth.

Print the words for sending the children forth that the presider will speak on a card and give
it to him or whomever prepares the script and directions for the liturgy.

READINGS

Ask an older child or adult to prepare to proclaim the first reading (optional).
Choose an arrangement of the Responsorial Psalm to sing. Print and display the response,
GOD, IN YOUR GOODNESS, YOU HAVE MADE A HOME FOR THE POOR.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Display the words where children can see them.
(Option: Use the Bilingual Apostles’ Creed poster available from Liturgy Training Publica-
tions.)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Adapt for the current needs of the Church, the world, and the faith community.

MuUsSIC

Bring appropriate liturgical music based on the suggestions in the Liturgy Guide or CD/
tape player and instrumental music (optional).
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LITURGY GUIDE for 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time August 29, 2010

PROCESSION

CENTERING

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL
PSALM

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

HOMILY/
REFLECTION

Following the collect of the Mass, the priest picks up the children’s Lectionary or Bible and invites
the children who would like to participate in children’s Liturgy of the Word to come forward and
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of the
Word also come forward at this time. Holding the children’s Lectionary or Bible so all can see it, the
priest sends the children forth using the following suggested prayer or his own words:

Presider: My dear children, you will now go forth with your leader (s) to hear God’s
word. Listen to the challenge Jesus gives you today. May God the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit help you to understand and live the Good News.

Children: Amen.

The children follow behind two leaders, one carrying a candle and the other the Lectionary for Masses
with Children or Bible.

Sing Refrain from “Lead Me, Lord” (Becker), “We Are the Light of the World” (Greif), other
appropriate liturgical music, or have instrumental music playing as the children gather in the space
for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the Lectionary for Masses with Children or Bible on the prayer table or lectern. Light the candle.
Have the children join hands. Lead the following prayer:

Lord God,

may we hear the call of the Gospel

to welcome everyone we meet

with humility as your Son Jesus did.

Grant this through the same Christ our Lord.
Children: Amen.

Sirach 3:17 — 18, 20

Psalm 68 from a music resource or the Lectionary for Masses with Children or a Bible using the
refrain, “God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.”

Sing The Gospel acclamation being sung in your parish.

Luke 14:1, 7-14

I bet you have had times when you found out that the adults in your life did not think the same way
you did. Maybe it was a time when you thought you should be able to stay up late and your parents
did not think so. Or, it could have been a time when you thought it was okay to be unkind to your
brother or sister and your parents did not agree with you. Perhaps it happened in school when your
teacher did not think it was all right for you to talk to your friend and you did.

e Does anyone want to share a time when your thinking was different from your
parents’? (Allow 2—-3 responses.)

In today’s reading from the Gospel, Jesus shows us that God does not always think the way we do. He
uses a party to show us some differences in the way we think and the ways God thinks.

e When you are having a party or going someplace special, whom do you invite?

Most of us invite our very best friends, don’t we? Sometimes we leave people out. It might be the child
who dresses differently than you do. Maybe it is a child who doesn’t have money or a child who has to
use a wheelchair or canes to get around because they cannot walk like you do. Or, you might leave
out or make fun of a child who is not as smart as you and your friends are. Perhaps you do not ask the
child who has a different skin color or who does not speak English like you do. Often we leave out
people who are different from us or who we do not think are very important.
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o Were you ever left out when someone was having a party or doing something special?
e How does it feel when you are left out?
e How do you think others might feel when they are left out?

Jesus said that when we are having a party, that we are not just to invite our friends. In fact, he said
that we are to be sure to invite the very ones that we might leave out—the poor, the crippled, and
those who are less fortunate than we are. But that is not all. In the Gospel reading, Jesus says it is not
enough just to invite them. We need to make them the guests of honor. Jesus thinks differently than
we do, doesn’t he? Jesus asks us to do things we might not think about doing.

e How would you feel about inviting the kids your friends do not like or make fun of to
your next birthday party? Would it be hard to do?

We like our friends and they like us. We like to hang out with them and it is easy to be nice to them
because they are nice to us. But Jesus wants us to think about a different way of relating to people. He
wants us to do good things even for those who cannot do good things for us. If we only do good things
for those who can do good things for us, we already have our reward, but if we do good things for
those who cannot do good things for us, we will receive our reward in heaven.

e Would you rather have your reward here or in heaven, or both?

Following the homily/reflection, the leader invites everyone to stand to profess our faith. Together sing
or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

Gracious and loving God, we place before you our prayers confident that you will hear them and grant
them if it is your will. Show a hand signal and have the children repeat the response, Lord, hear our
prayer. Encourage them to contribute prayer intercessions for those who are often left out.

Leader: For children who are insulted or ignored, that they will feel the love of God
through us, we pray. (Show the hand signal and have the children respond.)

Leader: For all those who suffer from prejudice and injustice because of the color of
their skin, that their lives will be changed by the love of others, we pray. (Show the hand
signal and have the children respond.)

Invite other prayer intercessions from the children or add intercessions based on the current
needs of the Church, your faith community, and the world.

Leader: For all the intentions we hold in our hearts, we pray. (Show the hand signal and
have the children respond.)

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly, watching for any children that might not be
able to find their parent/s or guardian/s.
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